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Important Reminders This
Month:

Jan. 4: Staff and Students
return to school

Jan. 7: Parent Council
Meeting, 6:30pm

Jan. 11: Awards Assem-
bly at 1:15pm

Jan. 15: Teacher Profes-
sional Development Day,
No School for Students
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Important Dates for
February:

Feb. 4: Parent Council
Meeting at 6:30pm

Feb 5: Teacher PD, no
school in the pm for students

Feb. 8: Awards Assembly
at 9:15am

TIDBITS...

Welcome Back!

We hope you had a great Win-
ter Break and ate ready to be-
gin a new yeat!

If one of your new year’s reso-
lutions was to get organized,
we still have some Juniper
School agendas for sale in the
office. For $7.00 you can pur-
chase (or replace a lost) agenda
to help you keep track of as-
sighments and get organized!

We also have Juniper 50th
Celebration pins and Juniper
clothing for sale in the office.
You can purchase a pin for
$3.00. Clothing is purchased to
order. Keep warm this month
in a new Juniper hoodie!

Some Reminders;

e It’s winter (like you
needed us to tell you that)
so please make sure your
child(ren) are dressed ap-
propriately.

Late Students

If you know your child is
going to be late be-
cause of an appoint-

ment please call the
office to inform Mts.
Meuse. Late students
need to report to

Mrs. Meuse when
they arrive so she can
mark them as present.

Students going outside for
recess need snow pants, a
warm jacket, mitts, toque,
scarf and boots. Students
go outside for recess unless
the temperature reaches
-30 degrees Celsius.

All students remain outside
the building until the bell
rings at 8:50am or
12:55pm. Ifitis cold,
please do not send your
child(ren) to school too
early as they will have to
stand outside until the bell
rings.

The playground is unsuper-
vised before school, at
lunch and after school.
This is another great reason
to not send your child(ren)
to school too eatly.

Please keep sick children at
home. Not only will they
get well more quickly, other
students and staff will re-
main healthier if sick kids
stay home.

e The parking lot is for staff
and cabs dropping off 1.3
students. If your child(ren)
are dressed propertly, they
won’t need you to drop
them off at the doors, they
will be able to walk from
the sidewalks. When you
drive into the parking lot
you cause congested traf-
fic and safety issues.
Please help us keep our
playground safe.

e  DPlease encourage your
child(ren) to keep personal
music systems at home.
They are not allowed to
listen to them in the class-
room and they have a

habit of disappearing...

Thanks for your cooperation in
all these matters! We are look-
ing forward to a productive
and enjoyable 2010. We have
six months until summer vaca-
tion; let’s make the most of it!

Student Absences
Please inform the office if your
child(ren) are go-
ing to be absent
for any reason.
Call 677-6242.
When students are
absent and we

have not received
a phone call, Mrs.
Meuse will call the
home as a safety precaution.



Grades 6-8 parents, stay
up-to-date with school
information by logging

on to:

www.teacherease.com

Reminder to parents
and community
members that our
next Parent
Adyisory Council
Meeting is January
7, 6:30pm Hope to

see you there!

Please ensure the school
has your current contact
information. We need
to be able to reach a
parent or guardian in
case of emergencies. We
need a number where an
adult can be reached
dnring school hours.

More Tidbits

From t he
The office phone is for
EMERGENCIES ONLY.

Please arrange play-dates, pick
-ups and cab rides from home.
Students will not be allowed
to use the phone in the office
if they do not have a phone
pass from their teacher.
Thank you for your coopera-
tion.
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We will need to reach a par-

TACT INFORMATION ent or guardian if a child is

involved in an accident or
If you have a new phone number N dicd
or address we need to have it another medical emergency.
listed in the office. We use this

information for numerous rea-

Please ensure that we have your
current contact information!
sons:

e We call when your child is
absent to ensure that they
are not missing.

e We will need to reach par-
ents and guardians in case of
school emergencies. This
includes an emergency
evacuation.

Helping Hands

We would like to thank every-
body for their generous dona-
tions of non-perishable food
items. We were able to collect
over 800 items for the Salvation
Army Food Drive!

Also, thank you to everyone for
buying Candy-grams. We raised
enough money to purchase a

food hamper for a local family.
The Helping Hands committee

worked very hard for these two coordinators for the group.

events. Thanks for the effort!
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Helping Hands involves students
from grades 5-8 who volunteer
their time to support humanitar-
ian projects. The group meets
monthly to discuss projects and
fundraising ideas. Students who
are interested need to attend the
meetings. All students in grades 5
-8 are welcome. If you have ques-
tions, speak with Mrs. Grindey
and Mrs. Alexander, the teacher

Juniper School Choir

The Choir will be starting up on
Thursday, January 14th and will
run every Day 5.

Permission sheets

will go home

the first week

in Januaty and

need to be signed and returned

by Tuesday, January 12. Singers
from grades 3-8 are welcome!

Random Acts of Kindness

Mrs. Alexander has started Ran- i/‘ ’\\
dom Acts of Kindness since @ @
Novembet. There have been

over 200 Acts of Kindness

since the program began. A &

draw was held in Decembert.

Five students were rewarded for
their thoughtfulness. A monthly

draw will be held as incentive

DRESS FOR THE

for students. Congratulations to WEATHER!

everyone for being kind and
thoughtful to others!
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STREET GANG AWARENESS

Street gangs ate a group of
adults and/ ot youth involved in
minor to setious criminal activ-
ity. Gangs may be highly or-
ganized or loosely structured.
Gang members come from all
cultures and socio-economic
backgrounds.

Common Reasons Kids Join

Gangs:

1) Stand-in Family: Youth are
secking to belong to some-
thing

2) Recognition: Youth are
secking to be successful.

3) Tradition and hero imita-
tion: Kids may join because
people they admire are in
the gang.

4) Protection: Kids feel safe
as part of the gang.

5) Lack of Choices: a lack of
opportunities, poor life
choices and heavy peer
pressure can drive young
people to join gangs.

6) Threats: Youth may feel
pressure to join a gang,.

7)  Generational: Some kids
may join a gang because
older family members are
part of the gang.

8) Money

9) Drugs: Gang members
offer free drugs to youth as
a way of luring them to join
a gang.

10) Gifts: Youth may receive
gifts for joining a gang,.

Signs of Gangs in the
Community:

Gangs often use signs, signals
and actions to show they are
active in an area. Gang Graffiti
is used to glorify the gang and
send messages to other gangs.
Not all graffiti is gang graffiti.
Gang graffiti:

e Is often in block letters

e Is often in a gang colour

e May contain a list of nick-
names

e May be crossed out by a
rival gang

e May be found in areas
where gang activity is com-
mon

If you ate a resident or busi-

ness owner you should report

gang graffiti to the police be-

fore removing it as police col-

lect pictures of the gang graffiti

to track gang activity.

Gang Identifiers:

1) Colours: gangs display pat-
ticular colours.

2) Clothing Style: members
may wear certain types of
clothing in certain ways

3) Bandannas

4) Hair Styles

5) Tattoos

6) Gang Weapons

7) Hand signs

8) Mad-dogging and hard
looks: Glaring or staring
hard at another person or
challenging an enemy to a
fight.

Current fashions can make it

difficult to identify gang mem-

bers based on how they dress.

The above information has
been borrowed from:

Project Gang-Proof: Gangs,

Street Gang Awareness for
Families and Communities pub-
lished by the Province of Mani-
toba.

For more information, visit:

www.gov.mb.ca/justice/safe

gangproof/index.html

Or, call the resource line at:
1-800-691-4264

Roots of Empathy

Roots of Empathy is a new
program in our school. The
mission of the program is to
build caring, peaceful, and
civil societies child by child
through the development of
empathy in children. At the
heart of the program is class-
room visits by a parent and
her infant. Through guided
observation of this loving rela-
tionship students learn to
identify and reflect on their
own thoughts and feelings and
those of others, thus evoking
empathy.
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At Juniper School Mr.
Whitty’s grade 8 class are par-
ticipating in Roots of Empa-
thy, led by Mrs. Granger and
Mrs. Alexander. Our mother
is Nadine, who is bringing in
her baby, Kayla. We’d like to
thank them for offering their
time to us. Roots of Empathy
will be running from Decem-
ber 2009 to June 2010.

Juniper is a nut aware
school. Please ensure
that your child(ren)
are bringing lunches
and snacks that do
not have nuts to keep
our students safe.

Thanks for your

cooperation!

Volume 2, Issue 5 Page 3



