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Lindsay Anderson 


I believe in a safe and inclusive 
learning environment. I am passion-
ate about setting students up for 
success. I believe public education is 
vital for a strong healthy community. 
I am looking forward to serving the 
community for my elected term.  


Leslie Tucker  


I have lived in  Thompson for 17 years, raising 


two of my four children here and working at 


various jobs.  I am  currently an active com-


munity member and work at the University of 


Manitoba Northern Social Work Program.  


My interests include social justice, camping, 


reading and spending time in the great North-


ern Outdoors. 


Michelle Tomashewski.  


I was born and raised in Thomp-


son. This is my first term for 


being on The Mystery Lake 


school division board as a trus-


tee. I am currently involved in 


the following committees. The 


policy committee, the public 


relations, and the newly estab-


lished adhoc committee local 


choices local voices . 


Saima Aziz 


My name is Saima Aziz. I am living 
in Thompson since 2010.  


We as a team, want our schools to 
be safe, positive, inclusive, equita-
ble and working environments that 
support and respond to the needs of 


the students and staff.  


Samantha Chartrand 


As one of the newly elected trus-


tees, I am proud to help represent 


our school board and to be involved 


in our education system. It is a 


privilege to work with and meet our 


dedicated staff throughout the divi-


sion and members of our communi-


ty. I hope to continue to grow and 


be there for our staff, parents and 


the public  


Guido Oliveira 


I was born & raised in Thompson, went through the school system here and am proud to call Thompson my 


home. If I look familiar being on the board, it is because this is my 4th term serving the voters of Thompson. 


I’ve seen some tough times as a board member, made some difficult decisions and am ready to continue 


serving to make things better for our students. 


 In closing, I just want to thank the citizens of Thompson for putting their trust in me as a trustee and look 
forward to the next four years. 


Don Macdonald—Board Chair 


We moved to Thompson in 1988 and raised our family here.  Our children grew up here and found the education 
they received prepared them well as they went on to pursue their own lives.   While going to school in Thompson 
they had a wide range of academic, athletic and travel opportunities.  They could not take advantage of all of 
them, but their experiences prepared them well for this world.  It is my hope and belief that our school district 
continues to provide a diversity of opportunities that can allow all of our young people to pursue their dreams. 
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What is happening in the School District of Mystery Lake?   


L.Henderson – Superintendent of Educational Services and Programming 


The district has set its focus areas for the 2018-2019 school year.  It includes increased student graduation, increased literacy 


and numeracy skills, increased student wellness and belonging and lastly increased opportunities for students in the areas of 


career and employment exploration. 


The district has moved to a new reporting program that allows a district dashboard to show the plans and progress in each of 


the focus areas.  Each school also has their own school dashboard within the program to show their school progress.   More information is availa-


ble on the district website – www.mysterynet.mb.ca – documents – 2018 / 2019 district plan 


Attendance continues to be a focus for the district.  Regular attendance at school for all students is essential to support student learning and stu-
dent graduation.  This is important at all grade levels.  In addition, there is a concern of student transiency.  From September to February of this 
year, there has been 396 students transfer into the district and 331 transfer out of the district.  This number will continue to grow throughout the 
school year.   
 
The district transition team looked at the junior high attendance at R. D. Parker Collegiate and found that there were a number of students not 
attending.  In reaching out to these students there were a number of reasons why students were not attending.  Some of these students were at-
tendance issues at their schools but some were issues at the high school.   Reasons ranged from the school being too big, to no transportation, to 
playing video games, to not sure, to its not required.   Information was shared with the schools.   These are required classes, which provides stu-
dents the opportunity to explore course options for when they transition to R. D. Parker Collegiate. 
 
The district remains committed to the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action.  A district library has been created at the school board office for 


district use, resources and supports have been ongoing in schools as well as a commitment to providing opportunities for staff and students that 


align with the TRC. We all have a responsibility to the TRC and the Calls to Action.  For more information on the TRC and the Calls to Action, 


please visit www.trc.ca 


Lastly, the Manitoba government has called for a review of the kindergarten to Grade 12 education system.  The review is going to look at the 
challenges and strengths of the system with a commitment to public consultation across Manitoba. A final report and recommendations are ex-
pected in February 2020. Information about the kindergarten to Grade 12 review will be posted throughout the year 
at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/educationreview/. 


What can Families and schools do to support good attendance? 
 
• Participate in school events and activities to demonstrate your support for 
school and education 
• Communicate regularly with the school if there is a problem or a concern 
and find ways to work together to solve it 
• Plan with other families in your neighbourhood to have children walk to 
school together 
• Schools can create a welcoming environment so both students and fami-
lies feel valued in their school community 
• Daily attendance is important for all students. Students who attend school 
regularly are more engaged in learning, have a greater sense of belonging 
in their communities, and are more likely to graduate. 
 


October 4th – Professional Develop-
ment day - Dr. Dwayne Donald and 


Dr. Trudy Cardinal  


Student presentation at the invitational 
provincial Mamahtawisiwin gathering on 


Indigenous education in February. 



http://www.mysterynet.mb.ca

http://www.trc.ca

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/educationreview/
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Parent Connect……. 


Did you know everyone who has 


a student enrolled with the 


School District of Mystery Lake, 


has Parent Connect access……... 


 


Go to the School District of Mystery Lake website:  www.mysterynet.mb.ca and click on the “Parents” link. 


To log into Parent Connect, enter the email address that you have on file 


with your child’s school along with your Parent Connect password.  If 


you do not know your Parent Connect Password, click on the “Forgot my 
Password – OR – Retrieve Initial Password” link. 


If you get a red “Invalid 
EMAIL Address” mes-


sage, contact your 
child’s school office to 


update the email address 


you have on file with 
them. 


On  Parent Connect, you can……. 


 Check Attendance 


 Current Marks 


 Book Student Led Conferences 


 See Missing Assignments 


 Check Report Cards 


 Message Teachers 



http://www.mysterynet.mb.ca
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Numeracy:  Mathematics is an invented language that is 
discovered in nature. 


There have been many enriched learning opportunities for our students this year.  Many of these opportuni-


ties have been developed with the inclusion of concrete materials or manipulatives and pictorial representa-


tions of these in students’ daily learning at all grades.   


All of the mathematics we learn has a concrete, pictorial and symbolic representation.  We learn quicker, 


richer and with more complete understanding when we experience the physical representations.   


 


Here is a group of kindergarten students working with their teacher to learn the shapes of counting numbers 


so their brains can better retain and use this learning.  These students connected the number shapes to the 
number line and ordered them from smallest to largest.  Then found the numeral and word that are associated 
to each number. 
 


The ability to think proportionally is key in the development of 


our youth.  Here we see a student investigating fractions using 


materials that compare these proportions directly.  Activities like 


these support a great amount of learning including measurement.  


This student discovered different fractions that are equivalent to 


one half by ensuring that the fractions are the equivalent in 


length.  


 


 While making this discovery, the student also learned how to 


add fractions with like denominators. 
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Literacy Through Indigenous Inquiry and Land Based 
Education   


Medicine and Seven teachings at 


Juniper School during land based 


day with Kindergarten, Grade 1/2, 


and Grade 4. 


Juniper students in Kindergarten, 


Grade 1/2 , and Grade 4 working 


together on “The Rights of a 


Child”. 


Grade 1/2 students at Juniper learning 


about trapping, furs and traditional 


practices. 


Grade 8 students from Deerwood School attended the National 


Day and Action on Violence ceremony at the TRCC.  This coin-


cided with the class study of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 


Grade 8 class brain-


storm on the effects of 


residential schools 


and the 60’s scoop on 


contemporary socie-


ty.   


Deerwood’s Grade 8 class ex-


perienced the lengthy writing 


process composing an essay 


titled “The Dark Side of Canadi-


an History”.   
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Literacy Through Indigenous Inquiry and Land Based 
Education  (cont inued) 


Students had the opportunity to FaceTime Johnny Semaganis 
(Missing and Murdered:  Finding Cleo) on February 8th to interview 


him regarding his experiences with the 60’s scoop and the impact it 
had on his family. 


Water Inquiry at Westwood School 


The Grade 4 class participated in a student directed inquiry process utilizing the Renewed Language Arts Curriculum.  The 


“big idea” that the students chose to research was The Origin of Water on Earth and represented their learning in various 
ways such as posters, models, videos, and stories.   


Grade 1 Land Based after-


noon at Westwood School 


Learning about the Metis 


and how to jig. 


The Six Season Diorama by Grade Five Dumas 


Spring Break Up, Spring, Summer, Fall, Freeze up 
and Winter 


Treaties Pictograph by Grade Six Huber.  Mrs. 


Huber’s class studied the Spirit and Intent of 


Canada’s numbered treaties  
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Literacy Through Indigenous Inquiry and Land Based 
Education  (cont inued)  


Story telling and traditional games  


by Elder Jack Robinson. 


Wapanohk students and teacher Mrs. Huber offer a 
gift of tobacco to Elder Darcy Linklater.  Elder 


Linklater visited Wapanohk as a guest speaker for 
their treaties study. 


Extreme cold did not deter the grade 2 and 3 
students at Ecole Riverside.  Gracie McCusker 


is blowing ice crystal bubbles; part of a snow-
flake inquiry.  


Grade 3 students from Mrs. North and Mr. Hudson’s class con-


struct a giant spider’s web during their Spider Web Inquiry.  


Christmas Traditions were presented in story vines in Mrs. Janisch’ 


grade four class at Westwood School.  
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Wapanohk Howling Good News 


Student Council met Thompson Safety committee share their ideas of lights at the crosswalks. 


 


At our January parent council (community and par-
ents for action) meeting they decided that the group 
wanted to concentrate on the safety of our children 
at Wapanohk.  


 


 


They were wanting to have the crosswalks marked 
properly and have the section on Princeton by the bus stop asphalted so parents can pick up their children safely and 
quickly.  Our parking and drop off is too congested; we are lucky that none of our children had been hurt.  The action 
committee on student council created a petition and had students, parents, and teachers sign it for lights at the cross-
walk.  The petition was delivered to the City Council by student council members. The safety committee requested 
that our student council come present to them.  A very nervous group introduced themselves and presented their case 
for a light at the crosswalks.  The chairperson requested photos of the area, and he indicated that they would have 
money for this project  


Land-based activities alive and well at Wapanohk.  All classes were taught traditional hunting 


skills and survival skills.  First, discussion of each activity are explained in our newly built trapper’s cab-


in. Then students went out on the land (playground or back by the hydro line) and practiced their skills. 
Then the class would meet in the cabin and discuss their experiences.  Back in the classroom, the teacher 
would have them journaling or other activities related to the outdoor experiences. 
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Wapanohk Howling Good News (continued) 


 


Truth and Reconciliation 


A Grade 8 project was to create infographics on treaty rights.  They researched the following topics: hunt-
ing rights, fishing rights, water issues, murdered and missing indigenous women, housing issues and jus-


tice issues.  Then they produced these fine info graphics of the important information that everyone 
should know. Please come and check them out at Wapa-


Family Literacy Night 


Since September Wapanohk families have been enjoying Family Literacy Night.  It is an evening of enjoyable 
reading. The Family Literacy program meets each Tuesday evening; parents and students make a literacy-based 
craft activity, have story time, a nutritional snack and a family-building activity, such as simply relaxing and read-
ing a book together. Two of our central goals are to engage families in their children's education and to equip par-
ents with tools to help their children in school.  Each night every child participant gets to choose a book to take 
home to keep building their home library. 
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JUNIPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL…..the Jaguars!  


 “The Jungle Jaguars Are a Very Busy Bunch of Cats”   


 


Juniper mascot “Claws” poses with some 


of the 2000 plus books our Student Council 


has collected to provide a community in 


need. This is a WE Project to promote liter-


acy through the recycling of pre-read books 


to be reread elsewhere. The community of 


Moose Lake will receive this year’s collec-


tion. Last year, South Indian Lake was the 


recipient of Juniper School’s literary ef-


Recently, Ms. Perrin successfully put on the K to 
3 primary musical: Pajama Party. As usual, the 


musical was well attended by parents and staff, 
and well-performed by students involved. Pictured 
Below - MTS dignitaries: Mr. Myles Blahut & 


Mr. James Bedford are on a mission this year to 
visit one hundred schools across Manitoba. Mrs. 
Mayor, Mr. Mader & Claws proudly pose with 


them as we were one the hundred schools they 
chose to visit. During their “walk-a-about” they 
were truly impress with all that we do and accom-


plish here at Juniper School. 


During “I Love Top Read” month (February), we were 
delighted to have several members of the Norman 


Northstars reading to our students. A great read was had by 
all. 
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Three years ago, in association with a company known as “School Box”, our 


Dream Catchers 1 team went off to build a one room school house in Nicara-


gua. The endeavor proved to be very successful and rewarding for all in-


volved, one that we will never forget. In fact, our Nicaraguan experience was 


so memorable that it provided us with the inspiration to continue on with our 


humanitarian ways last July in Kenya, Africa. Our Dream Catchers 2 team 


consisted of: Jaynie Burnell, Lucy Mayor, Sherri Porth, Sherri Alexander, 


Kathleen Kelson, Donna Johnston, Lorie Henderson, Sandra Fitzpatrick, Ma-


ria Antonio and Dana Mader. With E.F. (Education 1st) Tours leading the 


way, we excitedly left for Kenya on a 12 day adventure. Once arrived, we 


worked at a grassroots level in the beautiful Narook County area of Kenya. 


The job at hand was to build another one room school and to “walk for wa-


ter” with the ladies of the community. Also, Juniper School is currently raising 


money for the construction of a water well in this area. Donations to the cause 


can be made here at the school (Thank You). The well costs $5, 000 to build and 


we are 75% of the way to achieving our goal.   


JUNIPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  (cont inued)  


 


Dream Catchers Two: 
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Burntwood Elementary School….. the Bob Cats……. 


 


Burntwood School has been busy with new incentives to engage 


student learning during the 2018-2019 school year.  Many of the 


teachers have put in many hours to provide extracurricular clubs 


for our students. Some of these clubs include: art club, maker 


space, chess, writing, math, games club, dungeons and dragons 


club, and a variety of sport clubs.  These extra-curricular clubs 


develop school culture & community.  


 


 


 


Students feel valued when they know they have a voice and at Burntwood School, the student council ad-


heres to this.  Any student from grades 4-8 is welcomed to be a part of student council and have their 
voice heard.  This year our student council demographics has seen some changes.  We have a greater num-
ber of members from our grade 4 – 5 grades then we have seen in a number of years.  These students are 


high energy, eager learners and helpers. 


 


We had 14 students attend the WE Day event in Winnipeg October 29-


31st.  During our trip, we were fortunate to have had a tour and conduct 


some volunteer work at The Winnipeg Harvest. The students took pride in 


their accomplishments that day and walked away from the experience, 


having a greater understanding of the in need population in our province. 


Our students have taken on a number of WE DAY initiatives throughout 


the school year and continue to do so. We have made a number of local 


donations to the Homeless Shelter, we will be looking into fundraising for a provincial initiative 


(Winnipeg Harvest, Baby formula program) and we continue to support the country of Ecuador for our 


global initiative. A number of other school fundraisers we do helps support school initiatives.  The AFM 


came and did a presentation and activity with our grade 4 & 5 students in November. 


Our students have been receiving a number of proactive presentations from our school guidance counselor 


and or in collaboration with external organizations. These programs promoted throughout the year are 


geared towards promoting better well-being and peer relationships for our students.  Some of these presen-


tations include: relational/Social bullying, Reaching Out, Respect/Self-respect, Bullying awareness and 


internet safety.  Each year our Grades eights are offered the Career cruising program, which is a program 


that introduces them to exploring future career options. Some of the upcoming classroom presentations/


programs will include; The BE SAFE-Sexual abuse prevention program for grade one students, more bul-


lying awareness & diversity presentations and some peer pressure skills & awareness. A group of students 


will also be taking some Mental Health First Aid training in June. 


At Burtnwood School, we strive to work at assisting our students to seek out their best potential and take 
value and pride in who they are, in our school community, the community at large and in all their relation-


ships. 
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Burntwood is pleased to have continued with the breakfast program.  This program 


is run by staff volunteers and funded by donations.  Child Nutrition Council of 


Manitoba and the Thompson Airport secured enough funds to run the program all 


year long.  Providing a healthy nutritious breakfast for our bobcats helps them to 


start their day in a positive way.  This time also helps to develop school communi-


ty: a chance for students and teachers to build relationships with each other even 


though they do not have direct contact on  a daily basis.  


Coding with the BobCats 


Burntwood staff recognizes that coding enables students to develop important personal abilities such as; 


creativity and self-expression. When developing code, students impact the world 


around them while fostering problem-solving skills. These skills are es-


sential for independent learning  


Scratch is a block coding platform that is easy enough for students as 


young as grade two to learn but can also be used to code incredibly com-


plex programs.   


Students can create video games and animations and any subject matter 
can be taught through coding.  Our students have learned the basics and 


collectively we have created close to two hundred programs already. 


This is only the beginning.  Once students are familiar with Scratch and gain experience 
with coding skills, such as creating algorithms and debugging, they will be able to move 
on to text-based coding.  Students will learn Python and then Java.  Many of the most 
famous websites and programs are coded in these programming languages — for in-


stance, Minecraft and Instagram.  


Instead of always being consumers of technology, coding gives students the chance to 
become creators and allows them to gain a skill that will make them far more employa-
ble and valuable when they enter the workforce.  It's an 


algorithm for a brighter future. 


 


#burntwoodcancode  


Makerspace Club 


Tuesday lunches at Burntwood have begun to involve paint and cardboard, as well as iPads and coding.  
Makerspace Club is a new addition to the slew of opportunities that students have for extra-curricular ac-
tivities at our school.  Students who choose to come to Makerspace for lunches learn how to write a plan 


for their project and then follow it, adjusting their steps as needed.  They learn iterative thinking and crea-
tive risk-taking.  Plus, it’s fun! 


Burntwood Elementary School   (continued) 
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Deerwood Elementary School…. The DRAGONS  


 


The Dragons have been busy this year! 


 


We started off the year showing our creative building skills at the 


Cardboard Challenge, hosted at the TRCC by Kiddies Northern Pre-


School.  Several of our Dragons won awards for being creative, 


working together and problem solving.  


 


Roots of Empathy has 


been running at Deer-


wood for several years.  


This year Baby Abi is vis-


iting Kindergarten once a 


month.  The students love 


seeing her grow and change with each visit.  They are learning 


about empathy and how to be kind to everyone.  Mrs. Katchmar leads the lessons and when Baby Abi isn’t 


there they read stories and have discussions about their observations and make predictions about what they 


think Baby Abi will be doing when they see her next.  


 


This long and cold winter did not dampen the Dragon’s Spirit!  The newly formed Polar Bear Club was a 


big hit with the students in grades 1-6.  These hearty souls de-


feated Mother Nature and her frigid winter temperatures this 


year by bundling up to head outside for recess when the tem-


perature was between -30 and -40.  The Polar Bears had fun 


exploring the play-


ground, playing in 


the deep snow and 


making tracks 


among the trees.  


Thanks to the staff 


members who vol-


unteered to super-


vise the Polar Bear 


Club by taking on extra recess duty.  Our Dragons really benefitted from the extra fresh air and vitamin D 


from the winter sunshine!  


Mrs. Schroeder’s grade 7 class celebrated the Lunar  


New Year by making a Chinese dragon and lion and 


demonstrating the Dragon dance to our school during an 


assembly.  What a great way to learn about different  


cultures and incorporate the arts into everyday!  
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Deerwood Elementary School  (cont inued)  


 


Did you know… 


• Attendance in school is mandatory in Manitoba 


• If your child is 10 minutes late every day, they will have lost six days of instruction by the end of the 


 school year. 


• If your child misses only two days per month of school, they will have missed one month worth of 


  instruction by the end of the school year. 


• If you child misses 15 days of school every year, they will have lost one year of instruction by the end of 
Grade 12. 


Mrs. Zawadsky’s Grade 2 and 3 class has been ex-
periencing learning in the great outdoors.  Fresh off 
a sabbatical leave where she learned about the For-
est School Movement, Mrs. Zawadsky is taking her 
students outside to learn.  They go out in all weather 
and have been observing the changing seasons, 
learning problem solving, risk taking and practicing 
their inquiry skills. The students made bird feeders 
and then were challenged to design a “better bird 
feeder” to hang in the trees. Most of all, the students 
love being outside and having the freedom to ex-
plore and learn through self directed activities and 
unstructured play.  


The Deerwood Dragons love to read and so we celebrated I Love to Read month 
in a BIG way.  Mrs. Tomchuck was our most spirited staff member during “dress 


as your favourite book character” day.  Our students also wrote a progressive sto-
ry called a Dragon Tale; each class adding a sentence or two to the story about 
Murray the Dragon and his adventures. 


It was a jungle in here during our annual Fun Fair in February.  Thanks 


to all of our community sponsors who donated either prizes, food or 


money to help make our day a success.   
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Westwood Elementary School……. Home of the VIKINGS       


Westwood welcomed some new teachers to our school this year: Cara Butler, our new primary resource teach-


er comes to us from Frontier School Division; Marco Trunzo flew all the way from Winnipeg to teach gr. 6; 


Sukhbir Dherdi has returned to Westwood to teach gr. 4 this year; Terri-Lynn McNabb joined the IDEAL Site 


as resource teacher and most recently, Monique Lahaie joined us as our afternoon music teacher.  We continue 


to have new Educational Assistants joining us, as well as welcoming our new school secretary, Lori Meuse to 


our team. 


Pancake Par ty: 


Pancake Party a la Westwood School!  Mrs. Henderson joined the staff on September 28th to make pancakes 


for the whole school, along with parent volunteer Becky Beaton!  What a great way to celebrate the end of the 


first month of school!  Ms. Johnston and Mrs. Griffin delivered pancakes and milk to each of the classrooms!   


Water Inquiry Project: 


Inspired by her trip to Africa this past summer, Principal Donna Johnston challenged the 


whole school to inquire about water.  As a result, there have been some interesting projects 


and valuable learning happening throughout the school.  Water inquiry has been at an all time 


high, as Westwood students and staff are build their knowledge base about how our water 


treatment and consumption impacts the world around us.  


When asked what they wanted to learn about water, the students in Mrs. Janisch’s grade 4 


class all agreed they wanted to know how water came to be on Earth. Quite the topic to re-


search for 9 and 10 year olds! With the help of Ms. Drebit, one of the district’s literacy support teachers, we 


were able to find out some answers. After watching videos and reading articles, students learned that asteroids 


were likely the reason water ended up on Earth. They represented their learning in many ways: making posters, 


models, a news broadcast, and a book. After the presentations, it was evident that students were left with many 


more complex questions to investigate. 


On February 26th, 2018 the grade 4-6 choir from Westwood School performed for the School District of Mys-


tery Lake trustees and senior administration at their regular school board meeting.  The performance included a 


description of a “water project” that the students had taken part in with Mrs. Lowe.  The grade 6 students from 


the choir gave facts about water as well as discussed ways in which they could make changes to how they use 


water.  The choir then sang “The Man in the Mirror”, a song by Michael Jackson, which talks about making 


changes by starting with yourself. 


FUNdraising: 


We thank all who continue to support our fundraising efforts.  Our Farm to School fundraiser continues to sup-


port student activities, while putting healthy food on tables just in time for Thanksgiving.  Furthermore, our 


Annual Craft Sale was once again a huge success!  These events could not happen without the donations and 


dedication of our staff.   


The grade fives had a read-a-thon on February 22nd.  The fundraiser was to help with expenses for their 
Paint Lake field trip in March.  Their read-a-thon had a camping theme.  They built tents and forts to read in! 
Ms. McCartney made a campfire area to read around and a fish pond to catch gummy fish and gummy 
worms!  It was awesome!!!  They even invited their book buddies to share in the experience.  
Student Action Leadership Team: 


Our Student Action Leadership Team (S.A.L.T.) has been very active this year.  A group of junior high stu-


dents along with Mrs. Steeves & Ms. Mercer attended WE Day in Winnipeg.  They initiated the “Christmas 


Giving Tree” to kick off the holiday giving season. The tree was purchased and then decorated by staff and 


students.  The fully decorated tree was then given to the Salvation Army to donate to a family in the communi-
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Westwood Elementary School…..(cont inued)  


ty.  In addition, staff and students graciously donated food to the Salvation Army, and gifts to the Boys and 


Girls Club of Thompson, the Thompson Humane Society and the Thompson General Hospital.  


IDEAL Site: 


In December, the IDEAL resource teacher presented to the 100 Women Who Care organization of Thompson, 


asking for donations to supply materials to fill our school’s sensory room. To our delight, the organization vot-


ed in our favor, donating a cheque valued at approximately $6000.00.  WooHoo!!!  The Site would also like to 


thank all those who supported our Silent Auction table at the annual Craft Sale and to the Bianchini family for 


their continued generosity to our program. 


I Love to Read Month: 


February was a really busy time for us!  We celebrated I Love to Read Month by participating in a variety of 


activities, such as DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) and a school-wide scavenger hunt.  Mrs. Young hosted 


“Rock and Read” in the library where students could sit in rocking chairs by a fireplace and read. We made a 


caterpillar of all of the books we read in the school and it surrounded our library!  A number of ‘celebrity’ 


guest readers were invited to read to different classes including RCMP Special Cst. Cleveland and TTA Presi-


dent Cathy Pellizzaro.  On February 27, we held our I Love to Read assembly.   


Equity Awareness: 


WW acknowledged Orange Shirt Day on September 28th, as an on-going effort to implement the Calls to Ac-


tion as outlined by the National Centre for Truth & Reconciliation. 


S.A.L.T. and Ms. McCartney's grade 5 class participated in WE Are Silent on November 


20th! This was a fundraiser for "those who go unheard." All donations went to WE Vil-


lages Education Pillar of Impact which helps children learn to advocate for their own 


basic rights.  


On February 27, we celebrated Pink Shirt Day this year, experiencing a sea of pink dur-


ing our assembly.  At that time, we were introduced to our new mascot…the new and 


improved and yet to be named… WESTWOOD VIKING! 


 


Acts of Kindness: 


From your generosity Westwood was able to donate 300 lbs of fresh vegetables to the Sal-


vation Army Food Bank!   A big thank you to our WW community for continuing to collect 


Tabs for Wheelchairs. 


Mrs. Nsi transported her class to Northern Spirit Manor on Dec. 7th, to share their love of 


reading with the residents.  The students enjoyed meeting the elders, as well as the four-


legged, furry occupants.  After the sharing of some stories and a lovely little jingle, all were 


treated by the staff to a beverage and snack of their choosing. 


The Grade 2N class continued their year-long Kindness theme by making sandwiches for the Thompson 
Homeless Shelter.   The students each brought in their own ingredients and made the food themselves!  We 
made over 70 sandwich lunches for the people of Thompson.  Thank-you to the students and parents/guardians 
of 2N for helping to spread kindness throughout our community! 
Westwood Blog: 


You can see pictures and more information about all of the happenings at Westwood Elementary by visiting 
our school blog at: https://westwoodschool.weebly.com/  



https://westwoodschool.weebly.com/
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École Riverside……….the RAMS 


This year for Terry Fox we challenged our stu-


dents to raise $1500, if we did this every student 


who raised $5 or more would be given the oppor-
tunity to throw a water balloon at a teacher of their 


choice. Overall we raised over $5000 for the Terry 


Fox Foundation. 


An Education Experience at Mile 20 By: Tyler W, Reese B, Mackenna S, Sydney P, and Olivia T. 


It was a 45 minute bus ride to the drop off spot, then a 5 minute 


walk to the medicine wheel. At the medicine wheel they said an 


opening prayer, after that we all went different ways. One of the 


activities we did in the morning was drumming, it was fun. After 


storytelling, our second activity we had lunch—hot dogs and lots 


of bannock. After lunch we all went to 4 different activities: sur-


vival, medicine, bannock, and spirit guides. We ended the day at 


the medicine wheel with another prayer. In conclusion it was a 


fun day at Mile 20.  


Bag it Up Manitoba   By Jeremy Epp 


This October, Riverside will once again participated in the Bag Up Manitoba cam-


paign.  We do this so that our students have an opportunity to practice reducing, re-


using, and recycling plastic waste.  From Oct. 1-31 all students brought any plastic 


bag or plastic wrapping (cereal bags, cracker bags, shopping bags, produce bags, 


Ziplocs, saran wrap, bubble wrap, the plastic that surrounds a pack of Kleenex box-


es, etc...) as long as the plastic is clean and dry. Mr. Epp and his class collected the 


plastic, counted it and stored it all until it was time to send off. We collected a total 


of 1917 bags which we sent off, in return we received 32 Frisbees made from our 


plastic. Classes will be receiving these as outdoor recess toys. We are still currently collecting plastic bags 


and hope to collect more than last year.  


Cardboard Play Day  


On October 5th Mme Ketch, Ms. Forsythe, Mme 


Houndle, Ms. Holmes, and M. Brisson's classes all 


attended the First Annual Cardboard Challenge in 


the TRCC gym. The event was organized by Kid-


dies Northern Preschool in celebration of the Glob-


al Day of Play. Students worked in small groups to design and 


build a creation of their own choosing out of recycled cardboard. 


Some of the creations built by Riverside students included a variety 


of arcade games, forts, a chair, and even a basketball net! We were very impressed 


with the level of creativity and teamwork we saw in our students and look forward to 


taking part in the challenge again next year. Way to go Riverside! A big thank you to 


Kiddies Northern Preschool for hosting this event, students were excited and still talk about their creations.  
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 École Riverside ….(continued)  


Grade 7 and 8’s travelled to Festival du Voyageur Feb 19-22  


During their 4 day trip the students participated in various activities within Winnipeg including visiting the 


Manitoba Museum, Saint– Boniface Museum and Saint-Boniface Cathedral. They also visited the Human 


Rights Museum and the Parc du Voyageur. A big thank you to EFM for the generous donation of $500 to-


wards the trip. On our trip to Winnipeg we attended presentations of what the voyageurs did and traded.  At 


night we went to the escape rooms and the snow maze. We enjoyed all of our activities. Thank you to the 


chaperones who took us.  


  We Day 2018  


École Riverside student council was given the opportunity to travel to Winnipeg and 


participate in We Day 2018. The students had a fantastic experience. They participated 


in the full day event at the MTS Center and listened to very empowering speakers. Stu-


dents came back to school empowered to “get doing” and create change. As a student 


body we participated in the “We are Silent” Campaign and raised $2049.50. We are ex-


cited for our next year and continuing to create change  


Mini Festival du Voyageur Week – March 4-8 


Monday – Pancakes and Mini Toque making, Tuesday TiBert la Vo-


yageur, Wednesday- Gallery Walk , open to public in the evening  


and we had a great response, Thursday - Mini-Fest outdoor activi-


ties and Friday – hot dog roast  


Through our suggestion box we learned that the girls didn’t feel like the bathroom was 


an inviting environment. In August before school started Ms. Crook and Mrs. Roberts 


painted the bathroom and designed some inspirational posters for the bathroom. Eve-


ryone was very happy with the update and we hope to update the other bathrooms 


within the school as well.  
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R.D. PARKER COLLEGIATE       
CMHR student leadership workshop 


By S. Mueller 


I had the great pleasure of chaperoning four students chosen from Grand 
council to attend a Youth Leadership conference in Winnipeg on Feb 13-
15.  


McKenna Brown, Manahil Nizamani , Danessa Beardy, and Marcus 
Pronteau were selected to attend the conference in Winnipeg to dialogue 
with other youth and educational leaders about their education.  


The first day was spent discussing and answering guided questions about 
their thoughts on education in mixed groups. In the afternoon, representa-
tives from the Council of School Leaders came in and the students contin-
ued the dialogue and further explored topics such as equity and diversity in 
education. There was an evening group dinner and a drumming presenta-
tion for entertainment.   


The second day, deepened their understanding through three workshops. One workshop explored diversity 
and LGBTQ supports, another looked at concerns regarding food issues and safety, and the final workshop 
focused on mental health and well being.  


The students were very enthusiastic and open to new people, new ideas, and sharing information. There will 
be another conference next year, and the students are keen return to continue to share their experiences with 
other youth.  


SOS 


By R. Foley 


Since 2013-2014, S.O.S. (Students Offering Support) is a student group within R. 
D. Parker that focuses on encouraging mental wellness and reducing stigma asso-
ciated with mental challenges and illness. This year, S.O.S. organized a Teacher 
Appreciation breakfast on Nov. 15, 2018.  Students voluntarily paid for supplies, 
arrived early to cook a pancake breakfast for teachers, and handed each teacher at 
RDPC a hand-written card outlining how they were appreciated. 
Another project that S.O.S. does every year is a kindness activity around Christ-
mas break where students receive some positive feedback about themselves from 
their peers. This year’s theme was “Hope Endures”, and students received a dec-
orated pine cone ornament with anonymous positive comments written about 
them. For many students struggling with depression, loneliness, anxiety, or troubles at home, they were 


excited to receive this token to remind themselves that they are important 
and valued. 
Finally, S.O.S. is in the process of becoming a Jack Chapter. Jack Chapters 


are groups of young people working 
year-round to identify and dismantle 
barriers to positive mental health in 
their communities. With hundreds of 
Jack Chapters in every province and 
territory across Canada, each chap-
ter is part of a powerful, active, and 
inclusive movement. For more in-
formation, please check out https://
jack.org/ 



https://jack.org/

https://jack.org/
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R.D. PARKER COLLEGIATE       


 


In October at the MTS PD day, Mrs. Foley and Miss St. Hilaire attended a workshop on how to introduce Romeo and Juliet  in 
an interactive way.  They brought back some of the ideas and last month they combined their two Grade 9 English classes and 
led them through three separate crime scenes that may have been found in the play. Students had to swab evidence, interpret 
results, and theorize what had occurred in each crime scene.  With the "forensic" assistance of Mr. O'Brien, we had 35 students 
who got a new appreciation of an old classic.  


 
 


 


RDPC Drama Department:    Tales of After Graduation: Where Are They Now? 


By D. Wilson 


RDPC Graduates of 2018, Faelen Wolfe and Cole Ruther, have had a busy few months as they continue to strive in 
the Dramatic Arts.  After a very successful production season in June of 2018 with their show, Fixed in the Stars, 
these two talented actors have continued their Dramatic Arts careers at the Black Hole Theatre through the Univer-


sity of Manitoba.   


Faelen Wolfe was always deeply involved in RDPC Dramatic endeavors, with a broad 
skill set and a knack for picking up roles quickly, she stepped up time and time again 
when her fellow actors were in need. Faelen is a talented actress, artist, and leader who 
has been keeping very busy at the Black Hole Theatre.  She was involved with the pro-
duction, A Grave Story, where she sewed costumes, built sets, and acted as an usher 
during show nights.  Always striving in a fast paced environment, she portrayed five 
characters in the three hour play of Peer Gynt by Henrik Ibsen.  She played the roles of 
Old Woman 1, Troll 1, Apis 1, Anitra Dancer, as well as the Chorus.  She is currently a 
backstage runner for a production of Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost, which entails 
fetching actors, helping with quick changes, and ensuring props are accounted for and 


ready.  Recently, she has been recruited to act in an advanced director’s Julius Caesar scene, where she will be por-
traying the line-heavy character of Pornia.  The RDPC Drama Department looks forwards to continuing to hearing 
about Faelen’s successes. 


Cole Ruther is one of the most dependable students to come through the RDPC 
Drama Department.  He is a multi-talented actor, writer, and stage manager.  Al-
ways trying to build his repertoire, Cole has extensive experience dealing with the 
technical requirements of a show, including lights, sound, assistant-directing, and 
running the front of house.  Recently, he impressed the Black Hole Theater Compa-
ny while auditioning for the role of Assistant House Manager.  Showing his profes-
sionalism, Cole wowed them with his knowledge of running a show, his composure 
through the interview process, as well as his preparedness with his professional 
portfolio, displaying his past successes.  Not only did he receive the job he audi-
tioned for, he was also given the offer to be the Box Office Manager for their cur-
rent production of Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost.  In fact, they were so im-
pressed with him that they switched the position that was originally posted for only one out of the two weeks of 
production to the full production.  The RDPC Drama Department is excited to see what other successes Cole en-
counters. 


Romeo and Juliet   


By J. St. Hilaire 
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R.D. PARKER COLLEGIATE   continued 


SHE 


By Taylar Hanson-Oliveira, Kailee Lowe & Hayley Medwid 


 


On February 28th, SHE (Str iving for  Humanity and Equality), took a tr ip to Winnipeg to visit the University of 
Manitoba. We only had one day to fit in all the activities that were in our itinerary, it was jam packed. On March 1, our 
first stop was to visit the Womyn’s Centre. The Womyn’s Centre is a safe place for women to have a sense of belong-
ing. There, we met with former RDPC graduate Morgan Hanson, who acted as our tour guide for the entirety of the 
trip. Morgan introduced us to Christina Trachenko, the president of UMCRAFT and Kristen Tremple, member of 
UMCRAFT (University of Manitoba Consciousness Raising Association of Feminists). Christina and her group raised 
money through a bake sale, and donated $622.05 to SHE.  Mubo Ilelaboye, Community Groups Coordinator of the 
University of Manitoba Students’ Union also presented us with feminist books as well as gave us a donation of $200. 
Once the tour of the Womyn’s Centre was complete, our next activity was a meet and greet with various feminist stu-
dents at U of M.  The meet and greet gave us the opportunity to talk to some amazing students, who made us feel very 
supported.  During this time, Taylar Hanson-Oliveira and Chenelle Preston were being interviewed for “Wake the F 
Up”, a radio station on campus.  


Once we were finished with the meet and greet, we went across campus to meet with Justice for Women and make 
feminist buttons.  There, we met up with some former students of R.D Parker.  We spent about an hour doing that, then 
it was lunch time. The Faculty of Arts, Department of Women’s and Gender Studies had set up a pizza party for us to 
enjoy while we were given gifts from the Faculty. While we ate, we had a chance to talk to the Faculty of Arts Associ-
ate Dean, Heidi Marx, some of the professors from The Faculty of Arts and Women and Gender Studies, Feminist and 
Queer Review Collective and Admissions. After eating our lunch, we were given a tour of the Elizabeth Dafoe Li-
brary, and the different residences on campus.  


During our downtime, we had a chance to shop at both Polo Park and St. Vital Mall. We had a group dinner at Mon-
tana’s where we talked about all that we did. We also got the opportunity to go to the Real Escape Canada. The trip 
was an amazing experience for everyone in SHE. We are all so excited to go back, as the University has already invit-
ed us back for next year! We are hoping that next time we will be able to sit in on a Women and Gender Studies class. 


DAY 1:  Our Long Journey to Winnipeg 
w/ a Shopping Trip at the End to top it 


All Off! 


Upcoming RDPC Drama Events 


Under the direction of Demaris Wilson, the RDPC Drama Department will once again be offering an original play 
written and performed by RDPC actors. The production this year will be featuring actors from the grade eleven and 
twelve Drama courses.  Having the combined age groups working together is sure to produce something special.  The 
show is currently in the pre-production stages, but will be ready to go for show night on Friday, May 24, 2019.  Keep 
an eye out for more information on the upcoming show! 
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R.D. PARKER COLLEGIATE   continued 


DAY 2: Part 2 


DAY 3: Sadly Leaving but First, Some 
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 2018/2019 School Year—Important Dates 


 


 


March 27-31, 2019—Spring Break 


 


April 17, 2019—Student Led Conferences– No School 


April 19, 2019—Good Friday 


April 26, 2019—Knights of Columbus track meet 


 


May 10, 2019—District Professional Development—No school 


May 20, 2019—Victoria Day 


 


June 14-20th 2019—Exam Week RD Parker 


June 21, R.D Parker Prom 


Jun 25, 2019—District  Grade 8 Promotion Dance 


June 26, 2019—R D Parker Graduation  


 


June 28, 2019 Last day of school—early dismissal at 2:30 


 


For more dates check out our Division Calendar at     


  http://www.mysterynet.mb.ca   


Education is what remains after one has for-


gotten everything they learned in school. 


 


Albert Einstein 


“Take pride in how far you’ve come. Have 


faith in how far you can go. But don’t for-


get to enjoy the journey.”  


   Michael Josephson 
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2019 / 2020 School Year Registration 


 


Registration for the 2019/ 2020 School year is being accepted at all School District of Mystery Lake 
schools, during regular school hours.  


 


Registration must be completed for your child at your catchment school.  Applications for School of 
Choice must also be submitted to your catchment school on or before May 15th 2019. 


 


School District of Mystery Lake will be offering half-day Kindergarten programs at all schools for the 
2019/2020 school year with the exception of Wapanohk Community School. Student entering Kinder-
garten must be five years old by December 31, 2019 (born 2014)  


 


Welcome to Kindergarten events are planned for the month of June at each school with their dates 
posted on the Division Web site www.mysterynet.mb.ca 


 


Registration for R D Parker Collegiate is also being accepted at the main office of R D Parker Colle-
giate.  


 


The person registering the child must;  


 be a parent or legal guardian. 


 Provide a legal document to verify birth date and child’s legal name. 


 Present a Manitoba Health Card 


 Provide proof of residence 


 ~valid Manitoba driver’s license, lease agreement, house title or any other official document 
 indicating your current address.) 


 ~If not a Canadian citizen, please provide Landed Immigrant documents, visa, etc. 


 


 


School Contact information : 


 


R D Parker Collegiate    272 Thompson Dr North  204-677-6200 


École Riverside School   119 Riverside Dr  204-677-6115 


Wapanohk Community School  453 Princeton Dr   204-677-6140 


Juniper School     306 Juniper Dr   204-677-6242 


Deerwood School    101 Beaver Cres  204-677-6125 


Burntwood School    103 Arctic Dr   204-677-6100 


Westwood School    46 Mallard Cres  204-677-6190 
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Support & Information Day Phone Lines 


Thompson Based      


Thompson General Hospital       204-677-2381  


Northern Health Region, Adult,  
Child & Adolescent Community Mental Health    204-677-5350 


AFM Northern Region Reception      204-677-7300 


CMHA Thompson        204-677-6050 


Mood Disorders Association of Manitoba     204-677-2324  


   


  


Provincial      


MB Farm, Rural and Northern Support Line     1-866-367-3276 


AFM Toll Free Line        1-866-291-7774 


Anxiety Disorders Association of MB      1-800-805-8885 


    


  


24 Hour Crisis Phone Lines      


MB Suicide Line        1-877-435-7170 


Kids Help Phone        1-800-668-6868 


Crisis/Sexual Assault 24 hour line      1-888-292-7565 


Domestic Violence Line       1-877-977-0007 


Klinic Community Health Center      1-888-322-3019  


Gambling Hotline        1-800-463-1554 


RCMP (Thompson)            204-677-6911 


   


  






