

TRUSTEE TALK by Leslie Tucker


The School District of Mystery Lake Board has been busy since September!  The October municipal election 
saw four new Trustees elected and three incumbents retain positions for this term. All new Trustees 
participated in Trustee Orientation Sessions, and all Board members along with Senior Administration attended 
a Governance Overview workshop...on a Saturday! Trustees attended the Winter Concerts held by each 
school and extend our appreciation for the considerable effort invested by District Staff, parents, volunteers 
and, of course, the students! The Board is continuing with public meetings held at each school this year (see 
mysterynet.mb.ca for schedule!) and hope to see parents, caregivers and the general public out for these 
community-based meetings. We will also be having our public budget consultation in February. Pre-budget 
consultation was held with students, parents and community stakeholders at a strategic planning session held 
in November.  We look forward to activities such as the upcoming Region 4 meeting and Annual Convention, 
but are equally eager for opportunities that allow us to connect with community and students through school 
based events and activities throughout the school year.  It is through participation in I Love to Read Month, 
Science Fair, sporting, arts and cultural events - and many, many other activities - where Trustees are rewarded 
most deeply!


Board of Trustees
Leslie Tucker  Chairperson
Guido Oliveira  Vice-Chairperson
Janet Brady   Trustee
Sandra Fitzpatrick Trustee
Ryan Land  Trustee
Elizabeth Lychuk Trustee
Don Macdonald Trustee


The School District’s divisional plan is available on our 
website at www.mysterynet.mb.ca


School District of Mystery Lake Bursaries 
were granted to students with the highest 


academic average.
 


The following students were the recipients of this 
award:


Grade 9: Kiran Sibia


Grade 10: Savannah Szocs


Grade 11: Morgan Hanson-Oliveira


Off Campus Program Recipients:


Trevor Merasty – ECHOES Program
Antoine Bee – REACH Program







Annual Fall Camp  (Sept. 22nd- 26th, 2014)


 “A camp experience that is committed to building healthy/respectful  relationships and creating sustainability 
within programs and Initiatives that support Aboriginal and Northern Cultures and perspectives for students, 
their families, and community. “ 


The University College of the North (UCN) and the School District of Mystery Lake (SDML) Fall Camp Week at 
Mile 20 was once again a huge success for everyone involved.  This camp is organized and run by SDML staff 
and Bachelor of Education Kenanow students and instructors with the support of the Thompson community 
(both in-kind and cash).  


The Pre-service teachers/Instructors camped for the week at Mile 20 and did cultural components of their 
courses on the land with Elders and other traditional teachers.  They also prepared activities for the students 
that are designed to support the social studies curriculum outcome. 
 
On Tuesday, September 23rd and Wednesday, September 24th, grade 5 classes from Westwood, Deerwood, 
Riverside, Wapanohk and Juniper school travelled by bus to Mile 20 to participate in cultural activities and land 
based camp experiences that promote the northern and Cree culture of this territory.  Local Cree Elders and 
Traditional Teachers hosted the students during these learning activities and shared their stories, history, and 
cultures in a respectful way so that all students (Aboriginal, Non-Aboriginal, and New -Comers) were valued 
and saw value in learning about who they are and where they come from.  Both student and their teachers 
were learners at this camp with the UCN Pre-service teachers acting as their guides. Parents were welcome to 
attend the camps and many took the opportunity to join their children in this learning experience.


On Thursday September 25th the day was focused on providing an opportunity for SDML teachers along 
with the UCN pre-service teachers to participate in and learn about the Northern/Cree culture, history and 
perspectives from Local Aboriginal Elders and Traditional Teachers.  The morning consisted of Traditional 
Medicines preparation, a Sweat Lodge ceremony, Tipi Setup/teachings, History of site /tour. The afternoon 
sessions were on History of Education and Residential School impacts on today,  Importance of Cultural 
Identity and connecting youth to their culture in the classroom from perspectives of new Kenanow Teachers, 
and Stories from Elders who lived on this territory prior to Hydro effects and the birth of Thompson.   The 40 
participants who attended enjoyed their day of experiential learning and many good conversations were had 
by all.


On Friday September 26th the UCN Pre-service teachers completed their course in the morning and then after 
their debriefing, the camp was dismantled and area cleaned up until the next camp.   
Thank you to everyone who helped make this camp experience a success!


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER


February 11 – District Professional Development  
 Day – No School
March – Mini Winter Festival Month
March  30 – April 5 – Spring Break
April 15 – K-8 Student Led Conferences
April 24 – Knights of Columbus


May 7 – District Professional Development Day – 
No School
May 8 – R.D. Parker Collegiate Prom
May 19 – 22 Aboriginal Awareness Week
June 24 – Grade 8 Promotion dance
June 25 – R.D. Parker Collegiate Graduation







R.D. Parker Collegiate


English Language Arts and Library Department Update
The R.D. Parker Collegaite English Language Arts and Library Department has added several new titles to its 
repertoire of instructional materials.  Our department’s goal is to encourage and entice adolescent readers 
to discover the value, inspiration, opportunities, and possibilities offered through literature – at school and 
beyond!  


Many of our recent titles have also been adapted as Hollywood films.  Some “FICTION to FILM” releases you 
may be interested in discovering with your R.D. Parker Collegiate  student(s) are:


• Divergent /Veronica Roth
• If I Stay/Gayle Forman 
• Fault in our Stars/John Green 
• The Maze Runner /James Dashner
• Wild/Cheryl Strayed 
• Life of Pi/Yann Martel
• The Kite Runner/ Khaled Hosseini
• The Lovely Bones/Alice Sebold
• Beware! - Never judge a book by its movie!


PS - If you are wondering about classic literature, no worries there!  Many familiar favourites are still being 
discovered and embraced by R.D. Parker Collegiate students.  Classic literature still loved by many: Animal 
Farm/George Orwell, Lord of the Flies/William Golding, Of Mice and Men/John Steinbeck, The Chrysalids/John 
Wyndham, and William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth  – to name a few!


I Love To Read Month
February is filled with occasions to celebrate reading. The theme for 2015’s I Love to Read Month is “Literacy is 
a Human Right.” Check the Manitoba Reading Association’s site for resources and ideas.
“I dreamt of a country where education would prevail.” Malala Yousafzai


Students Offering Support Group (SOS)
The Christmas season can be a stressful time of year for students and their families.  The Students Offering 
Support Group (SOS) took on the initiative to create the WALL OF 
HOPE to ensure all 900 plus R. D. Parker Collegiate  students left for 
the holidays with some positive feedback about themselves from 
their fellow peers.  Thanks to Ms. Crawford, Ms. Kuhl, Ms. Kristjanson, 
and Ms. Timmons for overseeing this meaningful activity.  We would 
also like to thank the students and teachers for their participation in 
completing the comment cards.  Finally a huge thanks to the committed 
SOS and other student volunteers that helped set up the display.  It 
was beautiful and it was so nice to see all the students looking for their 
name in the window.  It was a great success. 







Social Studies Department Update
This term, Grade 10 Geography students used their creative thinking skills to make Topographic maps as part of 
their case studies examining countries around the world. Check out the cake below, made by students Virginia 
Young and Dami Wi, who represented a region in North Korea. The students also connected with people living 
in Churchill by participating in an interactive Live Stream Expert Panel discussion broadcast from Churchill 
entitled: Living Wild: Polar Bears, Tundra and More!


  


Students brought history to life by taking on the role 
of an important figure or celebrity in Canadian History. 
Students dressed in character and were interviewed 
as the historical figure they profiled. Alisha Sewell 
(pictured at right) was interviewed as Elsie MacGill, 
the first female aircraft engineer, known as “Queen of 
the Hurricanes”. Among other Canadians profiled were 
Pierre Trudeau; Joseph Armand Bombardier; Jennie Kidd Trout; Emily Stowe; Louis 
Riel, Kim Campbell; Laura Second and Tom Tomson of the Group of Seven.
  


R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)


Maritimes Highlights Tour 
In May 2015, 24 R.D. Parker Collegiate students will be traveling to the Maritimes on the EF Maritimes 
Highlights Tour.  This trip will take students to 3 provinces in the Maritimes; Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island.  This trip will allow the students to explore the rich history of our East Coast.  We will 
explore Halifax, founded in 1749, and many landmark buildings such as the Citadel National Historic Site and 
Peggy’s Cove. In New Brunswick, we will experience Saint John’s British Loyalist heritage before delving into 
Fundy National Park. Afterwards, we will take the Confederation Bridge to Prince Edward Island to visit the 
site of the Charlottetown Conference, Prince Edward Island National Park and the famous House of Green 
Gables.  The students have been working hard to fundraise money to offset the cost of this exciting and 
educational trip.  They have held raffles, sold popcorn at lunches, and worked coat checks.  They are excited 
to keep fundraising this semester and they will have many stories to tell when they return home from their 
trip.  The students and teachers would like to thank the United Steel Workers Local 6166 and the Thompson 


Alisha Sewell as Elsie MacGill


Dami Wi and Virginia Young show off their topographical 
representation of North Korea







R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)


Teachers’ Association for a monetary donation.   Thanks to The Brick for their donation of a leather chair for 
the fundraiser and Loretta Macmillan’s mother for her donation of a handmade quit.  Why do teachers and 
students sign up for these trips? The benefits of education and travel are immense.  A few of the benefits 
of travel and education are:  heightened geographical awareness, knowledge and understanding of other 
cultures, improved self-confidence, improved career opportunities, and broadening your world view. 


 Maritime Highlights Tour Route
• The World Remembers Program 1914-1918 
• The World Remembers Program is an 


opportunity to reflect upon the war and those 
men and women who lost their lives, from 
Canada and from other participating nations. 
Millions of individuals across Canada and around 
the world will have relatives who will be named 
in the commemoration and this year they were 
proudly displayed in our forum.   This project ran 
for 22 days ending on November 11th.  During 
this time 68,000 soldier’s names were displayed 
over the course of 22 days in the forum at R. D. Parker Collegiate. A big thank you to Rob Fisher who 
helped in the running of the program. 


• R.D. Parker Collegiate’s social justice group, Hands, Heart, and Hope (H3) as been busy this year!  This 
year we have 24 students on board and 5 teacher advisors (Coral Thompson, Teresa Jenkins, Amy 
Ricketts-Slack, Tracy Hanson, Alex Burton, and Dave Caldwell).  H3 has committed to working with Free 
the Children to build communities for global change. Free The Children’s ground-breaking international 
development model is built on the belief that every community has the potential to lift itself out of 
poverty—forever. H3 students and teachers have committed themselves to work with the community 
this year in various ways.  On October 30th, 24 students travelled to WE Day to be inspired to create 
change in the world.  H3 would like to thank the United Steel Workers Local 6166 and the Thompson 
Teachers Association for their donation to aid in our travel to Winnipeg. Students also went door to 
door on Halloween for ‘We Scare Hunger’.  H3 raised over 1700 lbs. of food for the local food bank in 
Thompson.  In December, H3 embarked on a toy drive and hat and mitt collection for those in need.  
They collected over 75 toys and several bags of hat and mitts which they donated to the Salvation 
Army.  In the New Year you may see or hear of student asking for toonies.  H3 will be campaigning for 
‘We Create Change’.  It starts with your loose change. Your change becomes $50. And $50 can provide 
a goat for a family overseas. Your gift of a goat can flourish into a herd, providing an entire family with 
nutritious milk and sustainable income. That herd enables a woman to start turning her home farm 
into a thriving business. Equipped with entrepreneurial training and financial education, she can earn 
enough to send her children to school, plan for emergencies and build a better future for her family.  H3 
also has been serving at various socials to raise money to donate school kits to remove the barrier to 
education and ensure that every student can learn to their fullest potential.  Ending poverty once and 
for all means sustainably equipping families with the tools they need so they can empower themselves 
and their communities.


 







R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)


In September and October, Native Studies, a branch 
of the Social Studies Department, had several guest 
speakers and presentations.  Mr. Fred Stevens, who is a 
member Sapotaweyak Cree Nation -Traditional medicine 
knowledge keeper shared his knowledge of traditional 
medicines.  The late Leslie Turner, coordinator of the 
Ininiwi Kisinwamakewin Centre spoke to Native Law 
about the 10 Stick Treaty Teachings. UCN Elder Emma 
Gossfeld spoke about the Treaty 5 territory (the territory 
in which we live). These presentations were held at the 
Ininiwi Kisinwamakewin Centre at University College of 
the North. On November 18th, Master Warrant Officer 
Paul Lucas of the Canadian Armed Forces paid a visit to 
all the Native Studies classes to promote the Bold Eagle 
program which is offered to First Nations youth.


Mr. Frank Busch
A Manitoba author, also came to R. D. Parker Collegiate this 
semester. Frank Busch is a member of the Nisichawayasihk Cree 
Nation and grew up in northern Manitoba. He has spent his 
professional life working with First Nations businesses, non-profits 
and governments at the band, regional tribal council, provincial, 
national and international levels. Recently he wrote a novel called 
Grey Eyes and made R.D. Parker one of his visits on his international 
book launch tour.  R. D. Parker Collegiate was the only high school 
he visited in the North, we were very lucky to have him visit! His 
novel, Grey Eyes, tells the story of how Grey Eyes use their magic to 
maintain harmony and keep evil at bay. With only one elderly Grey-
Eye left in the village of the Nehiyawak, the birth of a new Grey-
Eyed boy promises a renewed line of defense against their only foe: 
the menacing Red-Eyes, whose name is rarely spoken but whose 
presence is ever felt. While the birth of the Grey-Eyed boy offers 
the clan much-needed protection, it also initiates a struggle for power that threatens to rip the clan apart, 
leaving them defenseless against their sworn enemy. The responsibility of restoring balance and harmony, the 
only way to keep the Nehiyawak safe, is thrust upon a boy’s slender shoulders. What powers will he have, and 
can he protect the clan from the evil of the Red Eyes?


A big thank you to Anne Lindsay, R. D. Parker Collegiate Librarian, for the appreciation gift presented to Mr. 
Busch and the wonderful bulletin she created for our visiting author.  


 







R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)


New Course In Social Studies:  
Cinema As A Witness To Modern History 
Last year the social studies department introduced a new course called Cinema as A Witness to Modern 
History.  This is a grade 12 elective that explores various topics in history through various types of film.   This 
course considers cinema as a source of information – or misinformation – about the past, and as a springboard 
for critical reflection about diverse interpretations of history.  The course deals with historical developments 
and themes that have influenced world history since the beginning of the 20th century, including ideology and 
revolution , power and propaganda,  imperialism and decolonization, social transformation,  war and peace,  
oppression and resistance, environmental impact,  and technological change. Students conduct historical 
inquiry using primary and secondary sources, including selected noteworthy films in cinematic history, as part 
of a focused study of significant 20th century historical events such as the Great Depression, World War I, 
the Russian Revolution, the Holocaust or Shoah, World War II, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the civil rights 
movement, the Iranian revolution, the civil war in Rwanda, 9/11 and Canada’s role in Afghanistan. The course 
seems to be popular with the Grade 12s and we hope to add more sections of the course next year!


Student Council Update
Student Council ran a food drive for the Salvation Army in early October, and hosted the annual “Shave-Off” for 
Movember, which raised 500$ for Prostate Cancer. 


They ran the annual Halloween and Christmas Assemblies for the School. 


Student Council President this year is Michael Hatley.  







Student Success Department Update
 
Success for Learners Students at Visual Art Journal Workshop December 16th, 2014


As teachers for the Success for Learners Program at R. D. Parker Collegiate, we are always looking for ways to 
connect students with community resources that will help them deal with the daily stresses of life.  That’s why 
we were thrilled to have Corrina Peckford of Blue Water Studios in Thompson spend a December morning with 
20 of our students.  Corrina presented a Visual Art Journal Workshop that combined artwork and journaling.  
Corrina described how students could use a mixture of different media such as inks, watercolors, and washi 
tape to create a unique page of a visual art journal. She explained that it is not only a fun and creative activity, 
but it also reduces stress.  Corrina brought in a variety of materials, and each student spent a couple of hours 
drawing and painting a journal page on an outdoor winter theme.  Some students added their own text to 
express their thoughts.  The students said they had a great time and would like more opportunities to continue 
working on their visual art journals.  Pictured here is some student artwork from the morning session.


R (respect) E (empowerment) A (achievement) C (citizenship) H (hard-work)
R.E.A.C.H. Joins with ECHOES for Hands-On Learning


Students attending off-campus, the REACH 
classroom, enjoy the smaller, quiet environment.  
They can join us for a semester (sometimes more 
than one semester is needed) and receive their 
grade 9/10 credits and when ready, students are 
re-integrated back into the high school.  We often 
get together with the other off-campus classroom, 
ECHOES, for snacks, presentations, or activities.  
We’ve recently joined classrooms for an exciting 
activity.  We had an elder, Francis Hall, come in 
and teach us the art of beadwork.  We had the 
pleasure of her company for three days.  Since then, 
the students have been working on their beading 
(vamps) in the classroom or at home on their own.  
We have another guest scheduled to come in and, 


R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)







Congratulations to Casey Kipling who is a Grade 12 student at R.D. Parker Collegiate, on being 
Nominated and being selected for the 2014 MAYAA Award Manitoba Aboriginal Youth Achievement Award, 
Junior Academic Category. The MAYAA selection process is unique in that the recipients are chosen by 
committees consisting of their peer groups.  This year the peer 
group was from the Maples Collegiate. The tribute recognizes the 
outstanding achievement of Manitoba’s Aboriginal youth who 
exhibit high standards of excellence, dedication, leadership and 
accomplishments.


The award Gala was held in Winnipeg, Manitoba November 20th, 
2014.  We wish her well on continuing her education at the University 
of Manitoba upon her graduation from R.D. Parker Collegiate.


using students’ beadwork, we will each be making our own pair of mitts.  The students are extremely excited 
and looking forward to making their very own pair of mitts, using their very own beadwork! A local artist will 
be doing some soap-stone carving with both classrooms. In the end, each student will have done their own 
carving and be able to take their wonderful work home!  
Having these types of activities in the classroom gives the students a bit of a break from the regular daily 
‘grind’ of Math, Science, Social Studies and English.  It also allows them to spend time with other students off-
campus and to ‘socialize’ and get to know their fellow classmates in a positive and fun environment.   


Pathways Science Project on the Inukshuk
In the Inuit language of Inuktitut, the word 
inukshuk, (the singular of inuksuit), means “to 
act in the capacity of a human being”. During 
this past semester, the Pathways Science 
class learned this fact and many others while 
researching inuksuit.  Students looked at the 
different types and uses of inuksuit. The most 
common inuksuit are built with stone placed on 
stone. 
 
Near the end of October, the class went for a 
nature walk on the path towards the Burntwood 
River just behind the University College of the 
North. On the walk, students collected stones to be used for the project. Later on in the semester, they worked 
in pairs to make an inukshuk and do a short write-up.  The photo above shows some of the students involved 
proudly displaying their projects.


R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)







Science Department Update
In early October several Science and Geography classes, participated in a Live Stream Panel Presentation 
hosted by Frontier School division titled:  Living Wild: Polar Bears, Tundra and MORE! 
The video conference focused on the biology, biodiversity, flora and fauna, climate and natural resources, 
sustainability, personal experiences, changes in human lifestyle, and cost of living within Churchill.  This 
experience was awesome as it incorporated technology into the curriculum, and allowed students to actively 
participate by presenting questions to a panel of experts in real time!   


In December, Dr. Alistair Bath, from Memorial University, visited Mrs. Harwood’s Grade 11 and Grade 12 
Biology classes.  Being an internationally renowned facilitator on Human Dimension wildlife issues, he   
presented fascinating findings from the research that was conducted on Human Perceptions of Wolves and 
Thompson as the Wolf Capital of the World Campaign this past year.  Dr. Alistair Bath, along with one of his 
PhD students, Bonny Bishop, will continue with their research this upcoming summer, with hopes to further 
involve high school students in the collection of data. 
 
Most recently, students within the department 
participated in another video conference 
presented by Sisler High School titled: What’s 
Happening with Lake Winnipeg?  Dr. Karen 
Scott, Lake Winnipeg ecologist, education 
program director of the Lake Winnipeg Research 
Consortium as well as Mario Campbell, the 
communications director of the Lake Winnipeg 
Foundation discussed current issues, common 
misconceptions, and what is currently being 
done to remedy problems associated with Lake 
Winnipeg.  Did you know that Lake Winnipeg is 
one of the most talked about, but least studied 
lakes in North America? 


The R.D. Parker Collegiate Envirothon club is in full swing, and our team is looking forward to attending 
Regionals on April 23rd & 24th in The Pas.  We continue to study the various topics of Wildlife, Forestry, 
Aquatics and Soils.  The theme topic for this year is Urban/Community Forestry.  The provincial competition is 
scheduled for May 21st-23rd at the Canadian Mennonite University in Winnipeg.  Check out www.thinktrees.
org for more information about Envirothon!  We would also like to thank everyone who supported us by 
purchasing a sustainably harvested holiday wreath this season.  Once again, this helped tremendously in our 
fundraising efforts.
 
The Envirothon Club is harvesting Rose hips and Labrador plants to make tea!


Also, stay tuned for upcoming opportunities offered for Northern Youth by Parks Canada.  The Wapusk 
Leadership Camp is back!  More details will be on the announcements and posted in the Science department 
as new information emerges!     


R.D. Parker Collegiate (cont.)







Congratulations To The Following Honour Students


Grade 9 Honours Grade 9 Honours
with Distinction Grade 10 Honours Grade 10 Honours 


with Distinction Grade 11 Honours


Bear, Elsie Bains, Shabnam Babulic, Isaac Ali, Niina Bryan, Braxton
Bickel, Schyler Belanger, Jasna Baker, Jake Anand, Palak Cook, Alyshia
Brightnose, Arialle Bennett, Tess Bourguignon, Brianna Brown, Jared Hanlon, Lucas
Chartrand, Marc Bodie, Blair Carriere, Kelsey Burden, Kassidy Hatley, Michael
DeGroot, Macayla Bruneau, Brieanne Downton, Kathleen Dubuc, Nicole Hopkins, Cody
Dnistransky, Ryan Butt, Sheraz Hartigan, Chloe Fennell, Caitlin McLellan, Regan
Flores, Alison Chadhry, Taha Hayter, Piper Fragomeni, Montana Sumner, Cassie
Hatley, Ellen Colbourne, Maggie Hickes, Victoria Ghai, Jyoti Thompson, Tyler
Hollett, Victoria Cummings, Kali Land, Cohen Hitch, Brayden Vallance, Braydon
Horton, Brianna Dada, Michael Laybolt, Curtis Johnson, Paige
Larocque, Gillian Darechuk, Geri Lutz, William Khan, Minal


Lindstrom, Riley Dick, Adrienne Mondor, Madison Krentz, Paige Grade 11 Honours with 
Distinction


Magistad, Jonathan Dudley, Brayden Patel, Priyankaben Kristjanson, Cassandra Cober, Brent
Maloney, Kevin Dyke, Nathan Paulic, Braden Lima, Sofia De, Ajanta
McCullough, Sierra Einarson, Larissa Pennell, Domanick Lundrigan, Brooklynn Dew, Gabriel
Monger, Charles Ghai, Ashweta Pittman, Kyle McKay, Jayden Dnistransky, Danielle
Moorehead, Steven Horayi, Rumbi Proulx, Adrianna Mosiondz, Corbin Forest, Evan
O’Callaghan, Zoe Kennedy, Jack Queen, Aubrey Nakonechny, Lacee Hanson-Oliveira, Morgan
St. Jacques, Alyssa Kraychuk, Karly Ricketts, Brady Narhan, Hareet Hykawy, Rhys
Sylvester, Tyler Lafreniere, Oscar Ritchie, Evan Nowlin, Brandon Kipling, Casey
Vyas, Daksh Luky, Megan Roberts, Dylan Nowlin, Thomas Lutz, Evan
Young, Virginia Lundrigan, Taylor Robertson, Shania Oberdorfer, Bailey Magaji, Vatineh


Mayor, Breanna Seymour, Tyler Obleman, Ashley Neziol, Cassandra
Olson, Eric Stacey, Dylan Paiva, Daniel Oregon, Nicholas
Patel, Drashti Sweeny, Kerri-Ann Patel, Parth Ralhan, Shivan
Patel, Prapti Vlahna, Festina Patel, Rushi Toporowsky, Depreece
Patel, Preyansh Paulic, Jessica
Patel, Riya Rai, Armandeep
Puri, Khushboo Reddy, Ellora
Sandhu, Jashan Rempel, Leanna
Sarker, Turna Sarker, Jui
Saunders, David Shatford, Glenn
Sibia, Kiran Singh, Maya
Sinclair, Erik Szocs, Savannah
Taylor, Courtney Vancoughnett, Amber-Lee
Turton, Camryn Vyas, Priyanka
Van de Kerckhove, Kaitlyn Wolfe, Val
Verhaeghe, Jamie
Wanke, Dane
Wi, Dami







Early Numeracy Support
Our world is changing so fast and the skill set to be successful has shifted. When I went to school being able to 
memorize and follow procedures was enough. Now our current work place environment is looking for students 
to be active problem solvers. 


One way students develop their problem solving skills is by applying strategies to operate on numbers in their 
heads. We call this mental math. Learning mental math strategies enhances the understanding of breaking 
apart and recombining numbers to make them easier or more efficient to add, subtract, multiply and divide. 


To encourage cooperative play, partners work together. Challenge them to see how many questions or cards 
they can answer or use up in 10 or 15 minutes of play. They can keep track and see if they can beat their score 
next time they play. For the following games, the ACE card is used as the number 1. Face cards and Jokers are 
not used.


For Kindergarten
Go Fish – This old game of matching pairs of cards with the same number helps young ones pay attention 
to how the quantity of the shapes on the cards are grouped. This leads to “seeing” different ways to make a 
quantity (like to make 6, could use 3 and 3, 2 and 2 and 2, or 4 and 2). 
Put all cards numbered 1-10 face down, spread out to make a fish pond. Each player takes 5 cards in their hand 
and matches any that are the same quantity (number). Play now begins with the first player asking another 
player for a number “Do you have a 6?” If that player has a six, he must give it to the one who asked and picks 
another card from the fish pond. The player with the pair places it down on the table in the “Pairs Pile”. Now 
the second player gets to ask for a number. If a player does not have the card asked for, he says “Go Fish,” and 
the other player chooses a card from the fish pond. Play continues until all possible pairs are made.


For Grade 1-2
Fishing for Tens – The ability to make ten by combining two or more numbers is a foundational strategy which 
many other mental math strategies extend from.
Play the same as Go Fish but this time players are matching 2 numbers that make 10 (for example, 6 matches 
with 4 to make 10 or 2 matches with 8 to make 10) . If a ten is chosen, it is played down on its own (It is already 
a ten). Matched cards are placed face up in the “Tens Pile”. 


For Grade 3-4
Pyramid – This game also involves making tens but extends now to be 
more strategic and includes more than one operation. It can be played as 
a partner or single player game. The goal is to use up all the cards in the 
pyramid. Keep track of how many cards you make combinations with and 
work to better your score each time. 


Use all cards from 1 to 9. Set them out in a pyramid shape starting with 
one card at the top, the next two cards form the second row and overlap 
the top card. Continue placing cards in overlapping rows until you have 6 
to 8 rows. Remaining cards are placed face down in the “Rescue Pile”. Players take turns picking up cards with 
number combinations that make 10. Only the cards that are fully uncovered may be used. When players can 
no longer make combinations of 10 with the uncovered cards in the pyramid, they can use a card from the 
“Rescue Pile” to make a 10 with an uncovered card in the pyramid. In version 1, players may only use 2 cards to 
make 10 (for example: 3 + 7, 1 + 9). In version 2, players are encouraged to use flexible thinking and use more 
than 2 cards and any of the four operations to make 10 (for example: 9+3-2, 2x3+4). 







WESTWOOD SCHOOL


Westwood School Practices Its Virtues
Right from the beginning of the school year Westwood’s students and staff have been displaying their 
generosity within our building and out to the community of Thompson.  We at Westwood do our best to 
support one another in the projects that a class, or the entire school, endeavors to undertake.  At the end 
of September we participated in the Farm to School fundraiser.  For the first time this year families could 
purchase vegetables for donation.  The Salvation Army Ministry Director Roy Bladen was very thankful to 
receive 26 bags of fresh vegetables from Westwood School just in time for Thanksgiving.


Also in October the class of 6O ran a bake sale in support of the Norman Pet Rescue.  Westwood’s students did 
not disappoint as they brought their appetites and enjoyed the many bake sale items donated by 6O families 
and Westwood staff members.  In the end, $676.70 was raised and donated to the Norman Pet Rescue by 6O 
students.


Westwood’s Student Action Leadership Team 
(SALT) planned a used toys and book sale by 
asking for donations from our school community 
for the purpose of buying Christmas hampers for 
deserving families.  SALT’s used toys and books 
sale earned $450 which was then matched by 
the school to make Christmas a special time of 
year.  Also, a mitten tree was set up in our main 
hallway to collect winter gear that was donated 
to the Thompson Homeless Shelter.


At Westwood School our Friends Around Virtues 
(FAV) groups gather together on a monthly 
basis to focus on a different character building virtue with discussion and planned activities. For the months 
of November and December, our 26 FAV groups put their ideas about generosity and creativity to use.  Each 
group was challenged to donate items or make crafts for a gift for a boy, girl, man or woman that would then 
be donated to the Boys & Girls Club or to the Thompson Homeless Shelter.  All-in-all, this activity really showed 
our students that even if you think you don’t have a lot to give, the act of generosity to those who have less 
than us is very rewarding.


Roy Bladen, Ministry Director from Thompson’s Salvation Army, receiving 
26 bags of fresh vegetables donated by Westwood School families pictured 


with Mrs. Lowe, Farm to School fundraiser organizer, & Ms. Johnston


FAV gifts for donation to the Boys & Girls Club and to the 
Thompson Homeless Shelter







WAPANOHK COMMUNITY SCHOOL


Garden Project
It was a busy 2014 with Wapanohk’s Garden Project. Phase 
1 is complete with many thanks going out to funders, local 
organizations, community members, parents, students and staff.  
8 garden beds were built and installed and we had 7 families 
help with the planting.  Classrooms grew, planted and harvested 
vegetables in the already existing school raised beds.  An edible/
wilds food demonstration garden was installed with over 25 edible 
or wild shrub/tree species planted.  Recycled tires were painted 
and used to grow and contain a raspberry and grape orchard.    
Around our Wapanohk wolf, flower beds were planted with 
species in the four colors of the medicine wheel, as well as plants used in ceremonies and traditional aboriginal 
practices. This fall we created an apple tree orchard and planted 7 apple trees in addition to having custom 
metal tree cages built and installed.  A 3 bin compost system was installed and 4 classrooms learned about 
vermicomposting.  It was such an honor to have special recognition from Communities in Bloom for our garden 
initiative!! 
 


Liz Lake
This year our grade 8 teachers decided to take our junior high students camping during the first month of 
school. The field trip’s intent was to unite students early on in the year, to act as a proactive means and build 
unity and respect with the students. 
 
At camp, the students help in the preparation, cooking, and clean-up of all meals. Students learned the value 
of these skills with some new techniques. In smaller groups, we did everything from lakeside yoga, to rope 
walking, to creating art from sticks and wool. As a whole, students participated in tug-of-war, trust falls, and 
large games of man hunt. In the evening, we all gathered around the beautiful burning fire where we roasted 
marshmallows and made s’mores. As it got darker, we handed out glow sticks and played capture the flag.


Wolf Council
Wapanohk Wolf Council was selected in September 2014 which included two representatives from grades 5-8. 
The student council meets every Wednesday to discuss ideas, concerns and issues that relate to the students.  
This year has been quite busy. To energize students and promote school spirit, they organized a Spirit Week 
in September for the whole school. In October, student council helped in the planning, coordination, and 
implementation of the Halloween Dance and the Halloween Fun Fair in which all students, parents, and 
staff thoroughly enjoyed. The wolf council also received Peace Makers Training that would help them as 
they volunteered once a cycle to help with recess duty. They also volunteer at various school events such as 
Aboriginal Veteran’s Day, Christmas Feast, and assemblies. The wolf council is in the midst of planning a Winter 
Dance for the students and cupcake sale to help fundraise towards their activities and to support the Cree 
teachers equipment fundraising. These students work hard, think creatively, and are excellent role models for 
their peers.  







Annual Makosewi Kisikaw Christmas Feast
On December 4th we had 300 people join us at our school for our Annual Feast.   This included 55 families, 
6 dignitaries, and 45 volunteers. During the day the classrooms helped set up and decorate the gym.  This 
year the students from the local University Culinary Arts program partnered with us and prepared our meal 
and helped with serving. Family photographs were taken throughout the evening.  After the blessing, our 
Wapanohk young men’s drum group performed.  Throughout the meal, we enjoyed music by Mr. White and 
Mr. Peters.  Mark Fortin fiddled a couple of Christmas carols. Daviegh Blacksmith entertained us with lovely 
ballet performance.  


Wapanohk Wolf Pack
This year Wapanohk Community School has adopted the Seven Sacred Teachings, which are the traditional 
concepts that nurture our children in the skills and qualities they need to be successful in school and in life.  
In creating Wapanohk Wolf Packs, each staff member becomes the leader of a Wolf Pack and students from 
kindergarten to grade 8 are grouped and placed in a Wolf Pack.  The leaders and students meet once every two 
months to participate in an activity and encourage dialogue in order to create a culture of caring, as well as 
trust and unity among staff and students.  Staff and students use the teachings as a way to enhance social and 
emotional learning and to create a safe and caring school.


Terry Fox Run
Wapanohk Community School raised two 
thousand dollars for Terry Fox foundation. 


National Aboriginal Veteran’s Day
On November 7th, staff, students, parents, and dignitaries marked National Aboriginal Veteran’s Day with an 
assembly. The ceremony included wreath laying, speeches, 
and a moment of silence.  The ceremony began with a grand 
entry of guests which included our honored veteran,Percy 
Laubmann, representatives of the city of Thompson, School 
District of Mystery Lake trustees and the Superintendent 
as well as representatives for Thompson MLA and Churchill 
MP. April Ballantyne drummed and sang during the grand 
entry and retreating of the flags. During the assembly, wolf 
council read biographies of our honored veteran, Percy 
Laubmann and Mervin McKay. Mr. White’s Grade 6 class 
sang Kici Kisiwatisiwin (Amazing Grace) and Mrs. Moose’s Grade 2 class performed the Soldier on the Hill. After 
the ceremony, our honored veteran, dignitaries, and guests enjoyed a light lunch and were able to have a tour 
of the school in order to view the student’s displays on Remembrance Day. 


WAPANOHK COMMUNITY SCHOOL (cont.)







DEERWOOD SCHOOL


Highlights
In September, Mr. Lander’s class collected donations of 
Canadian Tire Money which they used to purchase items 
for people at the local Homeless Shelter.  Graciously, the 
local Canadian Tire matched all the money collected which 
allowed the group to buy considerably more items. Once 
the class had purchased the items, they delivered them 
themselves and handed them out to some of the people 
who would be using the items.  Thank you to all who 
donated their Canadian Tire money!
 
Mrs. Caldwell’s Grade 5 class was able to go to Mile 20 north 
of Thompson and in small groups learned about traditional 
medicines, how to build a teepee, and Cree drumming. 
Future teachers from University College of the North helped assist and acted as group leaders for our students.


In October, we welcomed the Earth Rangers to our 
school. The rangers introduced us to some animals and 
taught us ways to take care of the planet.
 
November saw eight students from Mrs. Clare’s class 
compete in the inaugural Trades & Technology Olympics. 
Students had the chance to try out trades like automotive 
repair, plumbing, sewing, culinary arts and carpentry. 
 
The Science Clubs, led by Mrs. Pellizzarro, have been 
conducting experiments like exploding pop, making jet 
balloons, creating salty ice & colored milk as well as 
making shadow puppets! Bill Nye would be proud!  


Our Junior High students acknowledged World Aids Day 
on December 1st. Students learned about the impact the 
HIV/AIDS is having on the global community.


Looking forward…
The 40 students in our Grades 2-6 Choir are practicing a 
piece called Rushing Wind which they will present at the 
Arts Festival.


Mrs. Zawadsky’s Grade 2 class will continue to weigh, measure & care for their pet rats, Smokey & Diamond!


Our Junior High boys & girls will be representing the school in the basketball league.







Mrs. Turton will be putting students into checkmate during Chess Club.


Ms. Little’s class will be doing a simulation of the Ancient Greeks lifestyle which will include students dressing 
as the Greeks would have. Toga! Toga!


Fun Fair is taking place on the afternoon of Feb 20th.
 
Check out our new and improved website www.deerwoodschool.ca, follow us on Twitter @DeerwoodSchool


Staff Fitness Challenge
Deerwood Staff have been participating in 
a Staff Fitness Challenge since coming back 
from the Winter Break. Staff members have 
been divided into two teams and are counting 
how many steps they are taking every day by 
wearing a pedometer. Steps are then logged 
into a website called Log Your Steps and our 
progress is tracked. We just finished walking 
from Deerwood School to the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg with 
the Road Runners narrowly edging out the Hot Steppers.


The Challenge has been a positive in the school in a number of ways. It has been fun for our staff and is 
creating a little positive peer pressure to get active. Many staff are now using the hallways to walk at lunch 
time and during recess!  


Students have been excited to get involved as well. Some teachers have given a pedometer to their students to 
“compete” and see who can get more steps in a day. We are also seeing students compete during indoor recess 
to get more steps. Teachers are using the pedometers to teach about place value and measurement in math 
classes. The best result may be that staff are role 
modeling active behaviors to their students in a fun 
way which is a terrific trickle-down of the challenge.


While the first leg of our walking adventure has 
concluded, the challenge continues. Currently, we 
are on our way to Las Vegas to see the new Michael 
Jackson Cirque du Soleil Show!


DEERWOOD SCHOOL (cont.)


SCIENCE FAIR DATES


Burntwood Elementary School February 18, 2015
 Deerwood Elementary School March 24, 2015
 Juniper Elementary School March 5, 2015
 Ecole Riverside School   March 24, 2015
 Wapanohk Community School March 18, 2015
 Westwood Elementary School March 18, 2015
June 30 –  Last day of school
  Regional Science Fair
April 17, 2015 – set up
April 18, 2015 is for judging and public viewing







ÉCOLE RIVERSIDE


Grade 8 – Mlle. Girard
We are very pleased to announce that we 
donated a total of 19 Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes to Samaritan’s Purse. With a total of 
only 16 students that’s a great achievement! This 
year, shoeboxes will be distributed in Uruguay, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Sierra Leone, Guinea 
Bissau, Venezuela, Equatorial Guinea, Costa Rica, 
Guinea, Haiti, Nicaragua, Chile (including Easter 
Island), and Senegal. For those of you who are 
unaware, each shoebox is filled by Canadians 
with hygiene items, school supplies, toys, candy 
and plenty of other treats, and is given to children regardless of gender, race, or religion. In 2013, Canadians 
donated more than 664,000 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. We are sending our warmest wishes to all 
of our shoebox recipients this season. Thank you parents and guardians for your infinite help and support! 
 


Student Council Voice:
So far it has been a great year! We have a very responsible and enthusiastic Student Council. We had a 
Halloween Sock-Hop, a Haunted House and Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest. For Winter break, we invited all 
classrooms to participate in a Christmas Jingle Contest as 
well as a Decorating Contest. The winning classes had a 
Sundae party and a Pizza Party. We will continue planning 
and organizing various classroom and school wide activities. 
Student Council 2014-15 


Grade 7 Mme Allison
In December, Mme Allison`s grade 7 class did a Read-a-thon. The students read on their own time and in class. 
The Read-a-thon was done to promote reading and to raise money to buy books for developing countries. The 
class raised $800.00 and continues to receive book donations.


Grade 6 Ms. Fay Our Class Trip to the Northern Spirit Manor
As we went in, the elders were surprised and excited to talk and play. We gave them Christmas ornaments and 
cards. Their smiles increased as we gave them presents. We started playing games and started asking questions 
such as, “What’s your favorite colour?” Our class continued to play games and carry on conversations until it 
was time to leave. The residents were sad to see us go and asked us to come back again. All the workers were 
very friendly to us as well and we would like to thank the Northern Spirit Manor for making our visit enjoyable 
and exciting! 







Grade 5 Mme Duhaime and Parent Council
Our parent council is actively involved in helping with events held at 
École Riverside School.  A project parent council will be over seeing 
in the summer will be the building of a hill on our playground. 
Mme Duhaime’s class is researching options for “Greening Canada’s 
School Grounds Grant” to purchase trees and shrubs to improve our 
playground and to plant on the hill. 
 


Virtues
During the month of December, École Riverside School students 
participated in a Virtues project that helped provide Christmas 
presents for the residents of The Juniper Centre.  Each class received a profile of an individual who resides at 
the Juniper Centre residential program and bought gifts according to their interests.  École Riverside School 
was able to package 21 boxes of $100.00 - $150.00 value and donate them to the very deserving residents.  
Thank you to the students and families who made this project such a success!


Principals Message: 
It is great being part of the École Riverside School family. The 
Ram spirit is high with energy in academic, extra-curricular and 
club involvement by all. There are a vast range of extra-curricular 
opportunities, including those in academics, physical fitness and 
athletics, the arts, student leadership, and even technology. New 
to the RAMS this year has been our grade 4 swim program and 
grade 6 to 8 baby-sitting certification that was offered to our 
students. Students this year also have initiated a Ukulele Club, 
Accapella Club, Magic Club and many classes have held events for 
fund raising.  Their collections were for groups in our community as well as in other areas.  At this time I would 
like to thank our staff for all the volunteering they do which in return allows our students to have all the extra 
opportunities in our school.  Everyone’s involvement does not go unnoticed.  To all the students, it is great to 
see all your positive energy in the classrooms and during our many school activities!  Keep the RAM spirit a 
live!  As John Wooden has stated, “It’s the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.”  I 
look forward to seeing what the rest of our year will bring. 


ÉCOLE RIVERSIDE (cont.)







BURNTWOOD SCHOOL


Mission
The mission of Burntwood School is to foster a respectful, safe, and nurturing environment in order to 
maximize the potential of all those within the school community.  Our moto is a team approach; “Together 
Everyone Achieves More” and we are working collaboratively to achieve this. Burntwood staff and students 
strive to reach goals by incorporating integrated programming which develops a sense of community and 
increases engagement. 


Virtues
Every other month all students from K-8 meet in their virtue group (multi-level group) to work together on 
activities based on the virtue of the month.  These groupings help to increase a sense of community within 
the school population.  It provides the older students with a chance to develop their leadership abilities. This 
year we are combining the virtues projects with education for sustainable development activities. The Virtues 
Project and Education for Sustainable Development empowers Burntwood staff and students to make a 
difference!


This year Mrs. Aniceto’s grade 2s class has been reaching out and making connections beyond the walls of 
their classroom! Through various forms of technology and social media, students have been sharing about 
their school, community, interests, and learning with and from children 
around the world.  They loved participating in this year’s Global Read 
Aloud where they read books and shared their ideas through Twitter-
chatting with classes across Canada and the United States. They even 
tweeted with author Peter H. Reynolds! Currently, they are sharing their 
#mathphotoaday on Instagram.  Earlier this year, 2 Aniceto Skyped with 
Mrs. Patton’s Patch of grade 2s in Texas. Students brainstormed questions 
for their new friends and took pictures of our school and community to 
share and compare. They loved exploring what they have in common and 
what makes them different. Did you know that students in Texas have 
indoor recess if it is colder than +12 Celsius? We would take that over any 
cold, winter day here in Thompson!


Greenhouse Project
We are expanding on the Greenhouse project from last year as “green 
thumbs” have blossomed!  Mrs. Conner has been joined by Mr. Storey 
(grade 5) and Miss Lisk (grade 4).  In the fall, Mr. Storey organized the greenhouse and set it up for a January 
start.  Seeds were ordered and potting soil was bought.  Bins were filled with dirt, and conversations were 
had regarding how to integrate as many children as we could into the planting and raising of our flowers and 
vegetable plants.  In the first week of January Mrs. Conner brought a group of grade 3 & 4 students into the 
greenhouse to plant 500 marigold seeds.  Our ambition is that these seeds will grow into flowering plants for 
Mother’s Day in May.  Selling these plants will provide our club with the funds to expand operations in the 
coming year.







Along with the marigolds, we will be planting a variety of perennial flowers and vegetables.  From the 
beginning of January until the end of May our grades 3 – 5 students will be planting seeds following a set 
schedule.  They will also be helping with watering all of the plants and keeping the flower beds free of weeds.  
In June, we will be transplanting all of these plants into our outdoor gardens at the front of the school.
Our goal is to create a sustainable project.  With perennial flower plants, our school garden will always come 
into bloom in the spring.  In the future this will allow us to focus more on cultivating vegetable plants year 
round in our greenhouse.  These vegetables may be either donated in food baskets or used in school for a 
healthy snack initiative.  Our goal is also to double the size of our current outdoor flower beds and use this for 
outdoor vegetable plants in the spring and summer.


Thank you for the support from the school, students, parents and community businesses!


Grade 3W Roots of Empathy
Ms. Wong’s grade 3 class has adopted a Roots baby from our local community to learn more about empathy, 
compassion and responsibility.  Ms. Einarson will lead these lessons twice a month from November until June.  
The grade three class is thrilled to welcome baby Ty into their classroom. We would like to thank Alysa Harvey 
(mom) for her time and dedication to the program. We are so excited to be able to grow alongside baby Ty for 
the next couple of months.   
 


Choir & Drama
Alongside regular choir, this year at Burntwood, we have a new select choir called Northern Lights.  These 
students have been learning to sing in two and three part harmony.  Winter Concert this year saw a variety of 
acts including stomp, hip hop, instruments, singing, and even a couple show choir numbers!  Looking forward 
we will be using our Cajon (pronounced ca-hone) drums and learning lots of new rhythms in term 2.


This year is Burntwood’s second year having a Drama Club.  Last year, students in grades 4 to 8 were invited 
to participate in a drama club during lunch.  There were so many participants that two different days were 
required! The older group performed “The Apple Dumpling”, adapted by Elaine Lindy from a script by P. J. 
Rittiger. With a stellar group of students in grades 4 and 5 they were able to put on a play called “The Little 
Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe” written by Lindsey Lisk.  The students who returned to drama enjoyed it 
so much that they’ve demanded a sequel, so they are now working on “Escape from the Pied Piper”.  New 
grade 4 students has helped the club grow, effectively doubling the number of participants this year. Overall 
the students are learning to overcome inhibitions, give and receive positive feedback, and use expression to 
convey meaning. Hopefully this year they will be ready to perform before the last week of school!


Student Council Report 2014-2015
Burntwood student council consists of two classroom representatives from grades 4-8.  They meet every 
Tuesday to discuss, organize, and or plan a variety of school activities and initiatives.  The students are taking a 
very active role in the school and we are very proud of their determination and accomplishments. 
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JUNIPER SCHOOL


Juniper School - Partnerships in Action
Manitoba Education & Advanced Learning is encouraging all schools to have 
an Education for Sustainable Development school plan by 2015. To fulfill 
this mandated objective Juniper School has embedded the Education for 
Sustainable Development priorities within our school plans. The following 
Education for Sustainable Development activities have been integrated in 
our school plan: Student social justice groups; environmental stewardship; 
sustainable changes to facilities & operations; connecting Education 
for Sustainable Development to curricular outcomes and is developing 
partnerships within the community for future sustainability initiatives. 


Societal (Health & Well Being)
Virtues Project: Monthly activities, lasting approximately 60 minutes, focus primarily on character 
development of our students. Virtue groups are composed of students from all grades: kindergarten to grade 
eight.


“Bully Awareness Week” activities took place from November 13th through to the 17th.
Our Grade 4 & 5 classes participated in a Diabetes presentation on November 21st, learning how to stay 
healthy and ways to stay active.


Manitoba Public Insurance was here January 12th. They presented to our grades 4 to 8 students on the proper 
use of potentially harmful “machines at play.” Students were also instructed as to the type of safety gear 
required to be worn while in operation of such vehicles.  


The Ice Bucket Challenge: A global phenomenon designated to raising 
money to finding a cure to “ALS” (Lou Gehrig’s disease): a devastating 
disease that eventually shuts down all body movement while the brain 
remains fully alert as to what is happening. Mrs. Mayor & Mr. Mader 
took the ice bucket challenge and enjoyed the “chill” very much. We also 
invited all staff members to donate towards a cure for this most disabling 
disease.
 


Environmental
We held a “Recycle This” presentation for our grade 4 to 8 students in December. Our weekly recycling 
program is run by some students & staff as a part of our all-inclusive practices. 


Ms. Porth’s grade 8 class is currently collecting old batteries for proper disposal or recycling. 


Ms. Flett’s Grade 2 class has started a “Sturgeon Fish Project” in partnership with Manitoba Hydro. 







Mrs. Mayor (our Principal) has initiated a “Pop Tabs for Wheelchairs” project. In short, money collected for the 
recycled tabs is forwarded to the Robert Hanson “Tabs for Kids Fund”. Once received, the money is used to 
purchase wheelchairs & related equipment for children with disabilities.


Ms. Horning (6) & Ms. Muirhead (5) will begin a “Green Action Waste Reduction” project shortly.
In October we held our annual “Walking Wednesdays” where students walked, ran or road a bike or 
skateboard to school. The class with the most participation at month end won the coveted “Golden Shoe” 
award.  


Earth Rangers, a Canadian kids’ conservation organization, dedicated to educating children and families about 
biodiversity and empowering them to become directly involved in protecting animals and their habitats were 
here on October 17th to do a 60 minute presentation to our entire student body.   


Economic
We have begun to reduce our paper usage at Juniper. It is our intention to reduce our photocopy budget by 
10%.  


The “We Scare Hunger Campaign” was held before and up to October 31st. All collected food items were 
donated to the Salvation Army.


We had a toy collection drive where teachers and students 
purchased books, toys & clothing for people in need at Christmas 
time. These items too, were dropped off at the Salvation Army. 
On September 12th Juniper School was active, once again, with the 
“Terry Fox Run” in effort to raise money for a cure for cancer.     


Lastly, we would like to thank CHTM for their donation of school 
supplies to further the cause and the Sparks, Brownies & Guides 
for their donation of cereals and such to our breakfast & snack 
programs. 


Note: A very special thank you goes out to Mrs. Hyndman who “makes home baked” goodies for our snack 
program on a weekly basis.
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How to Login to Parent Connect
Go to the district website www.mysterynet.mb.ca and click on “Parents.”


If you know your user name and password:
1. Enter your email address and password. 


This must be the same email address you 
provided the school.


2. Click on “Get Students.”
3. Select the student you wish to see from the 


drop down menu.
4. Click on the “Sign in” button that will 


appear once you have selected your 
student.


If it is the first time logging in (or if you have forgotten your password) 
1. Click “Forgot My Password”
2. Enter your e-mail address in the pop-up box. (This 


must be the same email address you provided the 
school.)


3. Click the “Email me my current password” button. 
4. Close the pop-up box once you see the message 


saying a password was e-mailed to you.
5. Login to your email account and retrieve your 


password. 
6. Go back to the Parent Connect login screen and 


follow the instructions above.  
7. (If this is your first time logging in, you will be asked to change your temporary password to a new 


password of your own choosing.)


Troubleshooting


If you enter your e-mail and password and get an “Invalid e-mail or password - no students found!” message:
Carefully check the spelling of your email and password.  Try again making sure to use the correct spelling.
If there are no spelling errors, the e-mail you are using may not be listed in your student’s profile.
Please contact the school office to have the correct e-mail address attached to your student’s profile.






