

 


   


Trustee Talk   By Sandra F i tz pat r ick 


SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MYSTERY LAKE 


W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  o f  M y s t e r y  L a k e  


Success for All District Newsletter Issue 06 – June 2015 


As our first year with four newly elected trustees comes to a close I would like to thank all district staff for 
the warm welcoming of our new Board. It has been a busy year for trustees and senior administrators 
between regular Board and committee meetings to professional development and strategic planning. The 
Board continues to advocate on behalf of the district by being active at our annual convention and other 
provincial wide gatherings. In recent months Trustees and senior administrators enjoyed the opportunity 
to interact with staff and students through school based events like I love to read month, science fairs 
and so much more. June will be an even busier month for staff, students and Trustees as we enjoy cele-
brating events like graduations, promotions and retirements.  


 


Although the school year is nearing an end, the district still has some exciting projects going on over the 
summer. Wapanohk Community School will be more accessible with a new ramp, as well you will see oth-
er infrastructure upgrades happening to our facilities throughout the summer. With construction ongoing 
during school closures we remind parents and students to please practice caution if entering school 
yards. On behalf of my fellow trustees I would like to wish you a safe and relaxing summer.   


 


The Board of Trustees would also like to congratulate the RD Parker graduating class of 2015. We wish 
you nothing but success and happiness in your future! 


2015/2016 School Dates 


September 9, 2015     First day of classes 


December 21, 2015 – January 1, 2016  Winter Break 


March 28, 2016 – April 1, 2016   Spring Break  


June 30, 2016      Last day of school 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF ED SERVICES & PROGRAMMING  
  


The district continues to look at the transition of students from elementary school to the high school.  
A number of activities have taken place over the school year.  Some of these activities have included 
blending schools to attend presentations, transition camps, district promotion dance and RDPC tours.  
In the fall, there will be a grade 9 luncheon hosted by grade 8 / 9 teachers, counsellors and administra-
tors to ensure that students have made a smooth transition to RDPC.  


 
In striving for less paper usage, the district has been promoting on-line communication through stu-
dent connect, parent connect and the district website www.mysterynet.mb.ca.  Parents can request a 
paper copy of report cards, school information and newsletters.  If you are unsure of how to sign on to 
parent connect, please call your school for more information.  If you do not have computer access, 
please notify your schools in the fall. 


 
There were many great moments from across the district that we need to stop and celebrate those 
successes.  Many of our students were recognized for excellence in sports, academics, music, tech-
nical/vocational skills, drama, and humanitarian efforts.  Sometimes, other everyday successes, such as 
attendance, perseverance on challenging tasks, helping others or finishing projects on time go unrecog-
nized.  We need to acknowledge all of these successes that make us proud as a district.  Congratula-
tions on a job well done!   


 
As you move into summer vacation, think about the importance of continuing the educational journey.  
Be active, read and play safe.  Think about ways we can promote student success.  Consider joining a 
parent council to help make a difference in the lives of our students.  See you in September! 


 
Lorie Henderson 


Superintendent of Educational Services and Programming 


 


Did You Know…. 


 Attendance in school is mandatory in Manitoba 


 If your child is 10 minutes late every day, they will have lost six days of instruction by the end     
of the school year 


 If your child misses only two days per month of school, they will have missed one month worth 
of instruction by the end of the school year. 


 If you child misses 15 days of school every year, they will have lost one year of instruction by 


the end of grade 12 



http://www.mysterynet.mb.ca
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R.D. Parker Collegiate Student Receives Prestigious Award  
  


Morgan Hanson-Oliveira is a grade 12 student at R.D. Parker 
Collegiate and she has been offered two of the three most 
prestigious scholarships in Canada. However, she could only 
receive one. Morgan turned down the Schulich Leaders 
Scholarship, worth $60,000.00 to accept the TD Canada 
Scholarship for $70, 000.00. 


Dr. Jane Thompson executive director of TD scholarships for 
community leadership says the scholarship prepares these 
future innovators with the things they need to eventually 
change the world. “We pay four years tuition, and each of 
those four years we give the student $7,500.00 to help with 
living expenses and we also offer them a summer job at TD 
each year.” 


Morgan was one of 20 students in Canada to receive the 
scholarship, beating out 2,480 other applicants. Morgan  
would like to be a pediatric endocrinologist. Morgan Hanson-Oliveira 


Help Your Child Become Successful In School 
  


Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school and themselves. Building good habits as 


early as pre-school can help you child's education throughout their school years.  


 


    Help your child get organized for school the night before 


   Have regular bed time routines 


   Avoid scheduling medical appointments and vacations when school is in session 


   Follow personal health practices that reduce the risk of your child becoming ill 


   Don’t let your child stay home unless he or she is really sick. Keep in mind that stomach  


  aches or headaches can be a sign of stress or anxiety and not a reason to stay home. 


   Talk to your child about the importance of going to school everyday 


   Set an example of what good attendance looks like 


   Read to your child from a very early age. Students who are good readers tend to stay in  


  school longer and achieve higher academic scores. 



http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/attendance/parents_info.html#health
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Registration for Elementary School 
  


Registration for new students will take place at all elementary schools on Wednesday, September 
2 up to  Friday, September 4, 2015 from 09:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 


 


First day back to school for the elementary schools is Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 09:00 a.m. 


Registration for R.D. Parker Collegiate  
  


Registration for new students will begin on the following dates at the main office of R.D. Parker Collegiate: 


September 1, 2015 – 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 


 


Starting September 2, 2015 the hours will be 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 


 


First day student assemblies will take place in the Letkemann Theatre on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 as 


follows: 


Grade 9 students – 8:45 am – 11:00 am     Grades 10, 11 & 12 students – 1:15 – 2:20 pm 


 


After each assembly, students will receive a free USB flash-drive loaded with pertinent information for the 


school year. 


 


Student schedules will be posted online on Parent Connect & Student Connect starting August 17, 2015. A 


copy of student’s schedule may also be picked up at R.D. Parker Collegiate’s main office starting 


September 1, 2015 at 1:00 pm. 


 


Schedule changes will take place Monday August 31 – Thursday, September 3, 2015, from 9:00 am – 3:00 


p.m. Please see a counselor in Student Services to make any changes to your schedule. 


 


Full Classes begin at 8:45 am on Thursday, September 10, 2015. 


 


**Please note that if you are registering a student, you must be the legal parent / guardian. 







 


5  


 


BURNTWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  


The mission of Burntwood School is to foster a respectful, safe, and nurturing environment in order to 


maximize the potential of all those within the school community.  Our motto is a team approach; 


“Together Everyone Achieves More” and we are working collaboratively to achieve this. Burntwood 


staff and students strive to reach these goals by incorporating integrated programming which  devel-


ops a sense of community and increases engagement. 


Burntwood School is very proud of the 


leadership the student council members 


have shown this year.  They have worked 


diligently presenting ideas, and designing 


and implementing projects for the student 


community.  It was evident in the amount 


of activities that occurred throughout the 


year that they learned the importance of 


service to their school community and suc-


cessfully promoted school spirit. Students 


learned beneficial skills while on council.  


They learned to listen to each other, to debate courses of action, and to resolve differences 


peacefully. Burntwood believes it is important to involve students in the decision making process 


which helps to ensure students feel ownership and a connectedness to the school community.  


Student council provided a safe place where student voice can be heard.  We appreciate all they 


have done for Burntwood student’s this year and are looking forward to a strong council again 


next year!  Thank you for the guidance and leadership from Mrs. Gosselin and Miss Mitton. 


2014/2015 SCHOOL GOALS   


By June 2015 there will be a 10% increase on provincial/classroom based assess-


ment results in numeracy related to mental math strategies. 


Teachers have been involved in Professional Development for mental math strategies outside 


and within the district.  
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 By June 2015, student/community engagement will increase by 20%. 


This goal has been achieved through all the extra-curricular events Burntwood staff has provided for the 


school community.  Student’s attendance and enthusiasm for the extracurricular events has been very 


positive. The virtue project has enabled multi-age groupings, character building activities, celebration of 


character, learning, and promoting environment awareness of good character. 


Reading comprehension and fluency levels will increase by 10%. 


A strong focus has been placed on increasing reading fluency levels.  Burntwood School is participating in 


Strong Beginnings enabling the teachers to have valuable time for assessing students.  Assessment re-


sults not only track student’s progress but guided instruction. The whole school community has partici-


pated in several events that encourage reading. 


By June 2015 An Education for Sustainable Development Committee will be established . 


This committee will be established to guide staff and students in Education for Sustainable Development 


(ESD) learning/challenges.  This committee will meet monthly to plan 4 school wide  ESD activities. 


A K-8 Virtue Group committee was set up to plan events for staff and students. The groups met every oth-


er month. Virtue groups were successful in establishing unity within the school. 


The ESD activities held this year: Keep it in Kind Campaign, Playground Clean-up, service learning/


compassion and Gardening project.  All projects were designed with the whole school in mind to increase 


awareness of  compassion and  to show how everyone can make a difference 


READ out in the 


gym...I love to read 
Warm a heart-make a scarf! Jr. high stu-


dents got together to hand knit over 21 


scarves for those in need. 
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Grade 8’s Trip to Winnipeg 


Burntwood School Greenhouse Project  


This year the Grade 8’s took a trip to Winnipeg 


from May 5-8th.  The students worked hard, 


saved money, and fundraised so they could ex-


perience the sights and sounds of the city.  The 


first stop on the trip was The Royal Canadian 


Mint, then on to Fort Whyte Alive, The Zoo, din-


ner at Mongo’s and a movie.  Day two students 


were up early and off to The Museum of Man 


and Nature, lunch at The Forks, over to the Hu-


man Rights Museum and dinner at The Old Spa-


ghetti Factory.  It was a jam packed trip with 


lots learned, giggles shared, and memories 


made. 


Be the change you want to see in the world. 


Mahatma Gandhi 


Thank you for the support from the school, 


students, parents, and community businesses!  


The Burntwood School Gardening Club has 


been hard at work all winter getting ready for 


our spring planting.  In May we started 


planting perennials & vegetables outside in 


our community garden.  We planted potatoes, 


carrots lettuce, peas, beans, cucumbers, and 


bell peppers.  Space was set aside for students 


to bring flowers from home to plant in the gar-


den.  In the fall we will be inviting the 


Burntwood community to join in the har-


vesting of our crops.  Our goal is for the com-


munity garden to be an inviting and giving 


place where families can share our harvest.  
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DEERWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  


Time flies when you are having fun! The second half of our school year was filled with lots of learning 


and a few laughs along the way.  


 


The Grade 2-6 Choir has been incredibly busy. They performed O’Canada at the Opening Ceremonies 


of the Knights of Columbus Track Meet in April.  They also competed in the Thompson Festival of the 


Arts and were awarded Best Choir of the Festival in May. On June the 10th, they performed for the 


folks at the Northern Spirit Manor.  Congratulations to the choir on a very successful year and a huge 


thank you to Mr. Frigo and Mrs. Wrana who have put in a tremendous amount of time working with 


this group of students. 


 


In April the staff threw out a challenge to our students for a winner takes all game of Ice Hockey. We 


had an amazing afternoon of stick handling, passing, scoring and cheering.  All of the students who 


were not playing filled stands in the C.A Nesbitt Arena at the TRCC while a handful of students laced 


up their skates. Mr. Landers led the staff team with an exhibition of skill that culminated with a 5-4 


victory over the students (but who’s keeping score really?) 


 


Our Grade 4 class is getting their feet wet, along with the rest of their bodies. Thanks to a partnership 


with the City of Thompson our Grade 4’s are receiving 10 swimming lessons at the Norplex Pool. 


 


From the week of May 11- 15, all of our students and staff got an “Active Start” to the day. With 


some research showing that moderate to vigorous physical activity improves brain function in stu-


dents we wanted to give the idea a try.  Immediately following the morning announcements we 


walked the hallways for 15 minutes. Students were also encouraged to get their heart rates up by 


running a couple laps in the gymnasium. By in large, staff and students felt the activity is worthwhile 


and we are looking at ways to incorporate more physical activity into the school day. 


 


Mrs. Pellizzaro’s Grade 2 class is destined to save the planet. They set out to investigate how much 


garbage we at Deerwood were throwing out and further investigated what was in the garbage. Here 


were their results for one day: 


 


February: Deerwood School threw away 96 pounds of waste 


 


May:  Deerwood School threw away 22.6 pounds of waste (reduction of 73.4 pounds) 
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JUNIPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  


 In May, as a part of our “Educating for Action” 


project, our grade 8 students travelled to Win-


nipeg for a week of educational activities. Trip 


highlights include: 1) Cycling through down-


town Winnipeg with students from Hugh John 


MacDonald School, 2) Visiting Louis Riel’s stat-


ue, tombstone and family home, 3) Attending a 


session at the legislature and visiting with Mr. 


Steve Ashton, our Member of Parliament 4) 


Geo-caching at The Forks 5) Touring the newly 


arrived Human Rights Museum & the Winnipeg 


Art Gallery and 6) Paying a visit to the Truth & 


Reconciliation Centre and attending an infor-


mation session in regards to the Access Pro-


gram at the University of Manitoba. Great fun 


was had by all and our Juniper students were 


excellent ambassadors for themselves, their 


families, their school and the community. 


Grade 8’s Trip to Winnipeg 
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We continue with our monthly virtue activities in effort to build character and self-discipline within all of 


our student charge. At our monthly gatherings, the students from Kindergarten through Grade 8 are split 


into groups, 24 in all, and along with their “Teacher Leaders”, they do an activity which focuses on the se-


lected virtue for that month (i.e.) May was Marvelous Math Month in the division, so the students did fun 


activities with a math focus during their recent get together. In June, we will be participating in an entire 


school relay activity showing us working together in    Unity! 


Virtues Project 


ESD Project   


Our “Green Action” audit resulted in composting being started here at Juniper School. We have recent-


ly received our 3-bin composter which will be placed somewhere on the school property waiting for 


grass clippings and dry leaves to arrive. Our year end audit will take place in late June to assess our pro-


gress.    
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 Once again, our student council has been very active 


throughout the year. Their “Global Fund” project enabled a 


family to purchase seeds in order to grow their own food, 


helped re-establish a school & equip a classroom with the 


supplies it required to teach. Also, with Parent Council’s assis-


tance, they were able to purchase Juniper’s Jaguar mascot. 


It’s name is yet to be determined, but we are hoping it will 


make it’s public debut at this year’s Nickel Days parade. 


Student Council News 


Musicals 


This year our music department put on 2 musicals: The Jungle Book (November) & Mighty Minds 


(May). Both were thoroughly enjoyed by parents, students & staff. The Mighty Minds musical had a 


math focus as an all-inclusive approach to May being Marvelous Math month here at Juniper & in the 


division. 


The Jungle Book Mighty Minds 







 


12  


Have raised over $15 000.00 dollars for Thompson’s annual “Relay for Life” event over the last 3 to 4 


years of our participation. Other initiatives we have been involved with include: Jump Rope for Heart, The 


Blue-Dot-Campaign, The Multiple Sclerosis Foundation, The Heart & Stroke Foundation, The Salvation Ar-


my Food Drive, The Lion’s Club Eye Wear Collection, The We Scare Hunger Campaign, Day of Pink, Project 


11, Breakfast for Learning, Valentine’s for Vets, The Terry Fox Run, & The  Dream Factory. Reciprocity is 


the virtue or gift of giving back!  


Juniper Staff and Students  


 What can Families and students do to support good attendance?  
 
 • Participate in school events and activities to demonstrate your support for school and education 
 


• Communicate regularly with the school if there is a problem or a concern and find ways to work togeth-


er to solve it  
 


 Plan with other families in your neighbourhood to have children walk to school together  
 


• Schools can create a welcoming environment so both students and families feel valued in their school 


community 
 


• Daily attendance is important for all students. Students who attend school regularly are more engaged 


in learning, have a greater sense of belonging in their communities, and are more likely to graduate 
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 ÉCOLE RIVERSIDE SCHOOL  


Physical Education News  By M r.  Vermette 


At École Riverside School, we had a great Knights of Columbus showing finishing in second place. Our 
school won the 9 year old group trophy. 


A big thank-you goes out to all the volunteer coaches that helped out with Knights of Columbus, Volley-
ball, and Basketball.  There is never a lack of volunteers to coach at our school or to supervise intramu-
rals, Jump Rope for Heart, and Aerobic Hip Hop Dance.  This is a great strength to have at a school! 


We also had a group of cheerleaders that met once a week under the supervision of Ms. McGregor. Our 
students are lucky to have so many extra physical activities to be involved in! Thanks to everyone! 


Parent Council Message   


École Riverside School Parent Advisory Council (ERSPAC) would like to sincerely thank all students, par-
ents and staff. The 2014/2015 school year has been an exciting one. Our council has accomplished sev-
eral goals. This summer, École Riverside School will be adding green-space to our playground which will 
include a large play hill, trees and shrubbery. Mme Duhaime's Grade 5 class has been working hard on 
selecting the trees and shrubs that will thrive in our Northern environment. Additionally, a much need-
ed expansion to the school gymnasium was approved this year. We are currently looking forward to 
serving our students and staff at our annual fundraiser, the Lunch on the Lawn. Lastly, in other exciting 
news, our school is finally acquiring a ram mascot costume. The mascot costume will be revealed in the 
2015/2016 school year. Go Rams! 
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Music  Report  By Mme Schaus 


Music is always in the air at Riv-


erside! Our English and French 


Immersion classes have been 


busy all year long singing songs in 


both languages, playing a variety 


of instruments, composing our 


own music, analyzing the music 


we hear, and reflecting on our 


own and others’ performances. 


New this year, students had the 


opportunity to perform during 


our monthly Awards Assemblies. 


We connected to the Virtue of 


the month, special holidays, and 


school-wide special events with 


songs, dances, drumming, some  


epic spoon-playing, and even an “I love to read” rap! We delivered some very festive Winter Concerts 


in December to some amazing and supportive audiences, and we prepared a variety of class collabora-


tions for a fantastic Music Monday in May. Riverside students were very successful in the Thompson 


Festival of the Arts and were fortunate to have received 3 plaques in the Highlights Concert, including 


Most Entertaining Performance from our Grade 1-3 Choir! Throughout the year we have had a strong 


Grade 4-6 Choir, a fun-filled Grade 1-3 Choir, a student-run Ukulele Club, as well as a brand new A’Cap-


pella Club! Our music room also received a brand new Cajon drum to add to our growing collection of 


musical instruments for our young musicians to explore. As the year draws to an end, our students are 


working towards their Northern Lights Coffee House performances . We hope to see you in the audi-


ence!  


Mlle Donovan’s Kindergarten Class and Helpers    


Mlle Donovan's kindergarten in the month of April learned about being a global citizen and about 


earthquakes. Then, in conjunction with Mme Allison's grade 7 class did a bake sale to fundraise for 


the rescue efforts for the survivors of the earthquake in Nepal. They fundraised roughly $500 which 


was then donated to the Canadian Red Cross and matched by the Canadian government. They were 


very proud to have helped the people of Nepal, who, not too long after the donation, suffered a sec-


ond earthquake.  
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First in the year, we joined a club called student council, this year they decided that we would have no 


votes for president, secretary etc…We would all be equal. The first activity in the year was the Hallow-


een sock hop. For the dance our snack attack was open. We all took shifts. Our dance was held in the 


school gym. We all took time decorating the gym for this event. For the Christmas season, we had a 


jingle contest which you get extra points on for the food drive, our grade 6 French class held. We had 


a winter concert, which our student council had held and there were 6 students who hosted the con-


certs. For Valentine’s Day we sold candy grams and we had a sock hop. Our student council also took 


shifts and decorated for this dance. We had lots of ideas and didn’t have the time to do all of the ac-


tivities. This year went by so fast. We had a great year for the student council. Next year we would 


like to do even more activities. 


Student Council   


French Note By V ice -Princ ipal  M r.  McDonald 


Au mois de février dernier, les élèves de la 7ième et 8ième années ont participé au voyage annuel vers le 


passé, c’est-à-dire dans le temps des voyageurs. Connu sous le nom de Festival du Voyageur à Saint-


Boniface, ce sont deux semaines de spectacles, ateliers, cultures, sculptures, et bien d’autres activités 


pour tous les âges. On y apprend comment était la vie des Voyageurs ainsi que leurs relations avec les Au-


tochtones de la région dans le cadre de la traite des fourrures. Cette expérience très unique se prêtait 


très bien aussi à l’usage du français par nos élèves en immersion dans un tout autre contexte. Comme 


d’habitude, nous étions de très bons ambassadeurs représentant non seulement notre ville mais surtout 


notre École. Hé, ho, Voyageurs!  


La joie de vivre a repris sa vigueur à notre école pendant une semaine au mois de mars avec notre Mini 


Festival d’hiver. C’était un vrai régal pour nous tous! En voici la recette : un petit déjeuner aux crêpes et 


au jus pour chaque élève, des chansons, la fabrication de mini tuques, une journée d’activités à l’exté-


rieur, des ateliers avec des invitées autochtones, le  concours des barbus, des chiens chauds  venant di-


rectement du feu, un peu de tout, quoi. Les élèves se sont vraiment régalés de toutes ces activités et ont 


très hâte de participer au prochain Festival .                                                                                                                                                                                   
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Principal Message By M r.  Wamboldt  


As my first year being Principal 
draws to a close, I would like to 
take the opportunity to offer a 
few reflections and a few words 
of thanks to everyone.  What re-
ally matters?  That’s a big ques-
tion and the answers we give will 
likely change as we grow as will 
our everyday perceptions in life.  
Doing your school work, taking 
part in extracurricular activities 
and having fun in school are all 
important aspects when striving 
to become a successful student. 


The choices we make in life helps create the person we become. We all have our own personal success-
es but with them will come some challenges.  The important thing to remember is that each and every 
one of you have shined at some point throughout the school year which has helped our community cre-
ate a very positive school environment at École Riverside.  You are all an important part of our school 
and we will continue to excel together.  Thanks goes out to the teachers, coaches, parents/guardians, 
and students for making École Riverside School a great place to be. 


We have accomplished a lot this year and we have many projects on the go over the summer, some of 
which include the exterior retro fit to our middle years and junior high  wing of our school. 


Awards Assembly 


Congratulations to Mme Noel-Burak 


(front left) and Mr. McDonald (front 


right) on 30 years of services with the 


School District. 
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Why French Immersion? / Pourquoi l’Immersion française?  


 Speaking French opens up so many more opportunities in life. 


 Parler français ouvre advantage les portes sur le monde. 


 French Immersion students become excellent communicators and learning another lan-


guage increases achievement in reading, language skills, and mathematics. French is spo-


ken around the world and makes travel abroad much more exciting. 


 


Le français est la langue officielle ou seconde dans plusieurs pays du monde, alors les voyages 


deviennent encore plus intéressants 


 


MYTH: A parent needs to already know some French for their child to enter French Immersion. 


FACT: We don’t expect children to know any French before arriving to our Kindergarten French Immer-


sion Programs. 


 


MYTH: “We don’t know French so we won’t be able to help our child with his/her work.” 


FACT: 90% of parents who have their children in French Immersion do not speak or write French. 


 


Consider French Immersion for your child at École Riverside School. Entry points are Kindergarten at any 


time and Grade 1 by December. 


Board Office Summer Hours 


 


Summer hours begin on Monday, July 6 and end on Friday, August 28, 2015 


 


 The Board Office will be closed on Fridays during this time, and the front doors will be locked 
during the day (from Monday to Thursday) – please ring bell for service.   


 


There will be no front desk coverage, but we will be checking phone messages daily.  SBO 
office hours during the summer will be from 7:15 am until 4:30 pm. 
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Wapanohk Community School - One school , in one 


community dedicated to helping raise children in one nation, together, for one world. 


Cree Language Festival  


Wapanohk’s Cree Language Festival filled the air with fun and excitement!  Staff, students, and 


community members enjoyed the day.  The festival included an assembly allowing staff and stu-


dents to display their love for the Cree language! Local dignitaries attended the assembly and help 


select the best Cree display. Ron Cook was the MC for the assembly.  O Canada was sang in Cree 


and the Cree teachers sang a song “ O Wapanohk “.  Performances also included singing by Mrs. 


Moose’s grade 3 and Mrs. North’s kindergarten, a student did a jig demonstration with Jenilee 


Martineau playing the fiddle, hand drumming with April Ballantyne and Wapanohk students, a vid-


eo of famous Aboriginal people by Ms. McCaig’s grade 6 class. Bugs Bunny film in Cree! The high-


light was the round dance to end the morning assembly.  In the afternoon students participating in 


various workshops from Sisip, Sisip, Niska to Cree bingo to celebrate the Cree language and cul-


ture!  The displays ranged from 13 moons, talking sticks, to the Tree of Knowledge.  The whole 


school was involved in our Cree Language Festival. Tapwe ihke mochikan!  


Art Festival Winners 2015  


What a great year for Wapanohk!   For the Arts Festival, we had Mrs. Bruderer’s  grade 8, Ms. Jarvis’  


grade 8, Mrs. Cooper’s grade 7, Mrs. Stillie’s grade 5 and Ms. Lafreniere’s grade 4 classes participated-


this year.  The art work the classes created were beautifully done!  You can see the hard work and crea-


tivity in their pieces.  We had a student who participated in the Dance Festival. She was amazing!  Ms. 


Lafreniere’s grade 4’s participated in the Speech Art’s Festival and won for their performance. They re-


ceived the grade 4-6 class award and participated in the High lights concert.  We are very proud of all 


the students who participated this year! 
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Inspiring Year for Basketball  


This year the boys and girls basketball teams at Wapanohk Community School were definitely something 


to howwwl about.  These hardworking boys and girls were unquestionably shining bright during their en-


tire season.  More importantly, both teams consistently demonstrated strong determination, leadership, 


and sportsmanship. 


 


As the teams grew, so did Wapanohk’s school spirit.  Before the teams were sent off to their final tourna-


ment, the school held an awesome pep rally.  At this point, all the team players felt like real superstars.  


During the final tournament, we were surprised in many ways.  The boys fought extremely hard and came 


in 2nd.  The girls came in 5th. We are excited looking for the basketball seasons!   Go-Wolves-Go!!!! 


Jump Rope for Heart  


During February, our students collected money for the Heart and Stroke Foundation. At lunch time stu-


dents learn new rope tricks which they exhibited at our Jump Rope for Heart assembly.  Students were 


given out prizes for collecting money.  The grand prize was an $800 bicycle.  Our big time winner was 


Ryleigh Keeper in grade 2.  Our school with the help of Mr. J Bujold collected over $4000.  However, 


over the last 30 years students have raised over $84 000. The Heart and Stroke Foundation presented 


our school with a 20-year Jump Rope for Heart participation banner in April. Eastwood families have a 


big heart! 
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Family Clean-Up Day 


Family Clean-Up Day was a huge success.  21 families showed up and some kids came with their old-


er brother or sister after school on May 21st.  The families picked up garbage bags at the school and 


went out along Princeton Drive.  It was great to see families helping to keep our area free of garbage. 


For each bag we pick, the school will collect $3.00 a bag from the public works.  This money will go to 


end of the year field trips.  The families filled 40 garbage bags.  After the clean-up, the families had 


barbequed hotdogs and water.   Ihke mochikan, ihke kisastew  akwa ihke mino kisikaw!  We hope to 


make this an annual event.  Hope to see more families out next year. 


Have a good Summer! 


 Continue reading this summer. Plan a weekly visit to your public library. 


 Practice math skills during the summer. That will prevent a “backslide” in skills. 


 If your child is participating in summer sports, be sure he or she takes frequent breaks to 


avoid getting overheated. 


 Make sure your child stays well hydrated when playing outside in the heat. 


 Do not forget the sunscreen. 


Copyright EducationWorld.com 
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 WESTWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  


Student Achievement Award   


Colorful Playground Reminders   


Westwood School staff and students would like 
to share some wonderful news of student 
achievement with the school district! Xavier 
York, in grade 7, has won an impressive award 
for his artwork.  Xavier entered a competition 
called ‘Aboriginal Arts & Stories’ that is put on 
by Historica Canada. 


Xavier won 1st place in the 11-13 year old cate-
gory: the award is called the Enbridge Emerging 
Artist Award!  Xavier is a talented artist, so it is 
just terrific to see him recognized in this way.  
You can view Xavier’s artwork at www.our-
story.ca/winners/arts . 


Westwood’s playgrounds are used by many people in our community for a variety of activities, one of 


which is dog walking.  Unfortunately, we have found that some people are not being responsible dog 


owners and don’t pick up after their pet, which leaves quite a mess on the playgrounds where our stu-


dents are playing. 


 


In an attempt to find a solution for this problem, last year, our school sponsored a contest, encourag-


ing students to design posters that would remind pet owners to clean up after their pets and for eve-


ryone not to litter.  We had a great response and three of the posters were chosen to be made into 


signs that are now posted in our playground areas. The signs are really eye-catching and we hope that 


they will serve as colorful reminders to pet owners that children play here and that cleaning up after 


their pets makes for a better environment for everyone.  



http://www.our-story.ca/winners/arts

http://www.our-story.ca/winners/arts





 


22  


Puppet Making Activity   


The spirit of Jim Henson (creator of “The Muppets”) lives on at Westwood School.  Students in grade 6M 


crafted a menagerie of box puppet characters that would, indeed, make Mr. Henson proud.  Using a 


cracker box as a base, students used construction paper, googly eyes, foam, corks, pompoms, yarn, 


bottle caps, pipe cleaners, zip tops, egg cartons, coffee lids, etc., to create a variety of puppet characters 


with personality plus.  The collection includes monsters, alligators, cats, dogs, pigs, cows, clowns, and just 


plain cool dudes!  Shown are some of the students holding their creations. 


Knights of Columbus Success By Noah Fudge and Hannah Lowen  


This year Westwood School took home the trophy for 


Knights of Columbus again.  Our relay teams this year 


were very good and worked together quite nicely, our 


high jumpers jumped like kangaroos, our shot putters 


threw excellent and very far, and our runners ran like 


cheetahs.  We also took home trophies for the 8 year 


old, 10 year old, 11 year old, and 12 year old catego-


ries.  This year we didn’t have Mr. T., but all the other 


volunteers did an almost perfect job of coaching us, 


and Westwood would like to thank them.  Something 


that we could work on for next year is starting training 


earlier.  The most exciting part when you’re running is 


passing everyone.  Other than winning, the other ex-


citing part of Knights of Columbus was when an athlete 


from Burntwood School jumped the high jump record 


and it was nice to see everyone cheer him on no 


matter what school he came from. 
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Grade 4 Owl Pellets  


Grade 4 students were introduced to some pretty furry and 


boney science to pick through.  As part of the grade 4 science 


curriculum, students were asked to dissect and investigate an 


owl’s diet.  Since an owl cannot digest the fur and bones of 


their prey, the owl’s stomach rolls this into a tiny ball and re-


gurgitates the matter.  Students then pulled apart these steri-


lized balls to find everything the owl eats but cannot digest; 


like fur, bones, teeth, feathers and even a small bird’s beak.  


Once the pellets were cleaned of all the fur, and only bones 


remained, students then became detectives to try and rebuild 


the animal the owl ate.  Students quickly discovered that owls 


eat a lot.  There wasn’t just one skull in the pellet, often there 


were up to three! 


Science Habitats 


Students in grade 4 have been learning about animals, habi-


tats and the communities they live in.  Students from both 


grade 4 classes looked closely at a variety of animals through-


out the unit, especially the barn owl. 


What a Talented Bunch 


On Thursday, March 19th, students from grade 1, grade 2 and grade 2/3 classes performed the mu-


sical play “The Little Red Hen”.  The play was held in conjunction with February’s “I Love to Read” 


month and April’s “Music Month”.  Mrs. Hyndman was the narrator of the play.  Students were 


the animals – hens, chicks, pigs, cows, foxes and cats. Mrs. Lowe directed the singing of the stu-


dents. 


 


There were an amazing number of parents and family members who came to watch the play.  


Thank you for your support. 


 


Additionally, on the last day of school before Spring Break, Westwood held a talent show with 


many students participating in a variety of areas: playing instruments, singing, dance, martial arts, 


gymnastics, and even composing special lyrics to a song.  It was a great way to start off the break 


week and we appreciate everyone who attended.  Thank you to all who performed; it takes a lot of 


courage to perform in front of such a large group…high fives all around! 







 


24  


 R.D. PARKER COLLEGIATE  


Student Success Department By L inda Bass 


One hundred staff and students from the RDPC Student Success Department attended our Annual 


Paint Lake BBQ, June 3, 2015.  Students, teachers, and educational assistants from Pathways, REACH, 


ECHOES, and Grade 9 Success for Learners all attended.   This day at the lake was a time to celebrate 


another successful year, giving everyone an opportunity to be together and have fun in a healthy and 


active way. The weather was perfect, so our students and staff were able to participate in many activ-


ities and have a wonderful time.   


 


When we first got to the picnic area at the lake, everyone pitched in to unpack and set up camp.  Mr. 


Howe and Ms. Holmes helped students collect wood and get the fires going.  Mrs. Ponask, Ms. 


Clemons, and Ms. Mueller helped students make bannock, while Mr. Howe, Mrs. Reid, and Mrs. Van 


Niew Amerongen were among the staff organizing the cooking of hot dogs and burgers.  Several 


groups of students went fishing, supervised by Ms. Painter, Mr. Fortune, and Mr Hodder-Szyszlo.  


Mrs. Wainio and Mrs. Ricketts got a group together to do rock painting and skin art.   


 


Mrs. Merkley organized a new event this year:  building sandcastles and other creative sand objects.  


Students also played basketball.  Other teachers (Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Garrett, Mrs. Kuhl) and our many 


educational assistants helped support a great variety of activities, while keeping students safe. 


 


In the afternoon, Ms. Kristjanson organized students in teams to do relay races and other fun compe-


titions, such as Human Knot and Lay an Egg.  Next Mr. Hodder- Szyszlo organized a large group to play 


Mantracker.  The final event up at the parking lot included some exciting tug-of-war challenges, em-


ceed by Mr. Fortune.  The girls won against the boys! 


 


Thanks to our many staff and students who made this such a successful and fun event.  Thanks to our 


school and district administration and our school trustees who support this event every year.  Finally, 


thanks to the friendly Greyhound employees who made sure we had our two buses on time and got 


us to and from the lake safely. 
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Pathways and I.D.E.A.L.  GRAD PARTIES  By L inda Bass 


On Friday, May 29, 2015, the IDEAL site 


at R. D. Parker Collegiate held a gradua-


tion party for Taralynn Merasty to cele-


brate her time at R. D. Parker and wish 


her farewell.  After a delicious meal, 


Taralynn opened many lovely gifts, in-


cluding a memory book of photos and a 


2015 Grad Hoodie. Everyone at the site 


will miss Taralynn as she moves on to Ju-


niper Centre.  


On Friday, June 5, 2015, PATHWAYS had a 


party at the TRCC for their graduating stu-


dents: Kyle Ettawacappo, Faith Hill, Cassie 


Sumner, Jared Layden, and Sandra 


Mercredi. After a wonderful slideshow of 


memories prepared by Mrs. Roecken-


wagner, students received gifts, shook 


hands with their teachers, and were 


cheered by a large crowd of students, 


teachers, and educational assistants.  In 


addition to the goodbyes to the grads, staff 


and students also said a tearful goodbye to 


Mrs. Roeckenwagner who is leaving the 


school district to pursue an education de-


gree.  Next, everyone enjoyed goodies, in-


cluding a large cupcake cake that had been 


prepared by the Pathways teachers, Mrs. 


Garrett, Mrs. McKenzie, Mrs. Merkley, Mrs. 


Ricketts, and Mrs. Wainio.  During the rest 


of the party, students danced to the music 


and even did the limbo! 


Congratulations to our GRADS! We wish 


them all the best in the future. 


Kyle Ettawacappo Faith Hill 


Cassie Sumner Jared Layden 


Sandra Mercredi 







 


26  


Retirement Wishes 


Over the years, Mr. Howe, Success Learners 


Math Teacher has  worked hard and never given 


up on his students.  He has been the heart of 


the Success for Learners’ Program, and a dedi-


cated advocate for the Young Moms’ Program. 


We will miss him Thank you for your dedication 


and service. Congratulations on his retirement!  


May you have a wonderful time! 


You can always count on Mr. Howe to lend a hand. 


Verna Kirkness Science Program  By Brandon Nowl in 


“I just wanted to write to you to tell you that the Verna Kirkness Program that Kelsey, Victoria, Thomas, 
and I had the privilege of attending was a fantastic and amazing opportunity for all of us. Through this 
program we were all able to experience what university is like, what living on campus is like, and were 
graciously given Samsung tablets and a signed copy of Verna Kirkness’s published work. We also had 
the opportunity to visit a Goldeyes game where they faced off against the Sioux Falls Canaries .” 


Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may remember; involve me and I’ll understand. 


Chinese proverb  
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What’s been up with Math this Year? 


This year our goals were to continue developing our students’ capacity to 
calculate mentally whenever it is most efficient and to become strategic 
problem solvers. We do want our students to learn the standard algo-
rithms but if there is a more efficient way to find the answer, we want our 
students to have a repertoire of visual and mental strategies to choose 
from. This work begins right in Kindergarten where students learn about 
number relationships and different parts that make a number . 


Theme-based Student Activities 


December: Four classes participated in connecting math 
and building construction in the Gingerbread House Project. 


February: Teachers continue to celebrate 100 Days of 
school with in their classrooms. 


March: Students get a chance to hone their estimation and 
measurement skills by measuring furs at mini-winter festi-
vals. 


Marvelous Math Month 


Marvelous Math Month celebrated in May once again supported students to see math all around them. Li-
brary displays, bulletin boards, whole school daily math problems and family challenges to “do math” at 
home for prizes were some of the many activities.   


Our district SLP shared her love of quilting with Wapanohk’s grade 6 class as part of their study of angles. 
The result was a beautiful quilt designed by the students and an opportunity to engage in an act of kind-
ness.  


Grade 4 at Riverside combined art and their understanding of geometry in beautiful symmetrical designs 
and held a special  Measurement Olympics.  


More grade 3 classes from Westwood School were involved in the Instagram mathphotoaday challenge this 
year. 


 District Early Numeracy   By S hel ley Cook 
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Grade 8 Spring Transition Camp 


Over the past year the District Transition Planning Team has met monthly to plan and deliver activities 


throughout the year in an effort to support the successful transition of grade 8 students from the ele-


mentary schools to the high school. Part of this plan was also to provide activities and events where 


grade 8 students had an opportunity to get to know one another from different schools prior to enter-


ing the high school as well as opportunities to meet teachers and students from RDPC before they actu-


ally attend the school.   


 


One of the planned activities was for all grade 8 students to participate in a transition camp experience 


with students from other schools.  The camps were scheduled at both Liz Lake Scouts camp and at Mile 


20 Traditional Site.  Each camp was a day and a half long with detailed agendas from morning til night 


where students participated in various workshops, lessons, team building games and activities, getting 


to know one another activities, building healthy relationships, and what to expect when entering the 


high school setting.  Each camp agenda was slightly different, however all of them included a camp set-


up, camp cooking, and camp take down component so that students appreciate the work that it takes 


to get ready for such a camp and that they learn to take responsibility for their camp as they are be-


coming young adults.    


 


The camps took place on May 19th -20th, May 25th-26th, May 27th-28th at Liz Lake Scouts Camp with 3 


classes from 3 different schools attending.  The last transition camp was at Mile 20 Site on June 2nd-3rd 


also with 3 schools attending.   


 


Everyone who attended these camps had a great experience. Many new friendships were made as well 


as the students were provided with opportunities to learn new things.    


A special thanks to the grade 8 teachers, administrators, and local presenters for your hard work and 


commitment to planning these camps and helping to making them a success.  It is because of your com-


mitment that these camps provided meaningful experiences for the students.  
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 District Early Literacy  By Chery l  McMahon -Muth 


Reading to your child and having him/her read and write during the summer holidays will help to 
maintain and/or improve his/her literacy skills. The following are some ways that families can sup-
port literacy development:  
 
 When your child reads, ask about the characters and what she/he liked or disliked about 


them. 
 Ask questions that make your child think about what might happen next in a story or what 


she/he might do in the same situation as the story character(s). 
 Discuss the main ideas in an informational article or book. 
 Encourage relatives and friends to give your child books or other reading materials as gifts. 
 Help your child find time to read and write by leaving some time in his/her schedule when 


planning activities. Some convenient times may be after breakfast or lunch or before bed-
time.  


 Play word games such as Junior Scrabble and Boggle. 
 For young children, read stories that have repetitive parts, and encourage your child to join 


in. Point to the words as you read them. This will help your child make the connection be-
tween the spoken words and the words on the page. 


 Be a role model. Read and write at the same time as your child. 
 Talk with your child about what you have read. This lets him/her know that reading is an im-


portant part of your life. Tell your child why you liked a book, what you learned from it or 
how it helped you— soon she/he will start doing the same.  


 Get a library card at the Thompson Public Library for yourself and your child. They’re free. In 
addition to hard copies, you can download audio and e-books. For more information call the 
library or visit their website www.thompsonlibrary.com 


 Encourage your child to take part in the summer reading programs and challenges offered at 
the Thompson Public Library.  


 Allow, within reason, your child to choose his/her own reading material. In addition to books, 
some children enjoy magazines and comic books. 


 Encourage your child to read, listen to recorded books, and play games when taking a car 
trip. 


 If you have access to a computer with an Internet connection some sites are free to listen to 
stories. Following are a few:  


http://www.storylineonline.net/  This site has a good variety of picture books read aloud by 
different people. The text is shown and the narrators show the pictures. 


 


http://www.robertmunsch.com/book/ This site has stories read by Robert Munsch. The 
text and pictures are not shown. 


 


http://memfox.com/for-everyone-current-read-alouds/  Mem Fox reads books aloud at this 
site. The pictures can be viewed as she reads; but the text is not shown.  


 


 Ask your child to write shopping lists, invitations, e-mails to relatives, and stories or poems 
about anything they want.  


 Incorporate literacy activities anywhere (preparing meals, shopping, on vacation, preparing 
for fun activities such as going to the lake, the park or a sporting event). 



http://www.storylineonline.net/

http://www.robertmunsch.com/book/
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Login to Parent-Connect to access your child’s report card!  


Go to the district website www.mysterynet.mb.ca  


and click on “Parents.” 


If you know your user name and password: 


 Enter your email address and password 


 (This must be the same email address you 


provided to the school.) 


 Click on “Get Students.” 


 Select the student you wish to see from the 


drop down menu. 


 Click on the “Sign in” button that will appear 


once you have selected your student. 


There are actually two places to access report cards. 
 


Folder tab: The folder tab displays all relevant documents for the student including all past report cards. 
 


Grades tab: Grades tab has Current Grades, and Course Assignment Marks which both display the most 
current report cards on the top of each page. 


If you are having problems logging in go to the website at www.mysterynet.mb.ca where you 


will have access to a online video of “How To Sign on to Parent Connect.” 



http://www.mysterynet.mb.ca
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